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Dear Former Staff and Students
It has been a time of sadness since the
last edition of Optima Semper with the
loss of a highly valued member of our
Former Staff and Students Association;
Georgia Newton. Georgia’s unflagging
enthusiasm for organising reunions was
admired by us all. She was instrumental
in initiating the organisation of many
reunions interstate and also of course
our annual reunion of the Quality Street
former staff and students, which in
recent years has occurred at the Baxter
Tavern. It is impossible to express in
words how much we will miss Georgia
who had a larger than life personality
and who devoted countless hours in
ensuring we maintained contact with
our former staff and students, keeping
those bonds of friendship strong
through gathering to share memories
of the good old days at Frankston High
School. Georgia leaves a great legacy
which we are determined to uphold
in supporting future great reunions
to celebrate lifelong friendships made
at school.
2017 was another great year for
Frankston High School with some best
ever VCE results in the history of our
great school. Three students achieved
ATARS over 99, with the dux Fiona Yu
achieving 99.9 which is the highest
ATAR ever achieved in the history of
our school. An incredible nine perfect
study scores were achieved. Again this
is a first for our great school. All such
achievements placed these students in
the top 1% of the state. Consequently,
Frankston High continues to be the
leading government school on the
peninsula and ranked in the top 10
of government non select entry,
coeducational metropolitan schools
in the state, with a typical student
achieving study scores that are above
average when compared to other
students across Victoria.
As you are aware Real Estate sales
across Australia are booming, with
prices in the school zone escalating
due to the great reputation of our

school. Sometimes I wish that the
school received commission for every
house sold to a prospective family.
Recently, the Herald Sun published
an article to reveal that the Frankston
High School zone is one of the leading
zoned schools in the state in terms of
house purchasers paying a premium
to purchase in the zone compared
to outside the zone. Frankston High
family; Jason Jun, Hannah Park and
their three boys were featured in the
article. The article stated Jason Jun
and Hannah Park were willing to pay
more for their Frankston South house to
get their three sons into the top school.
“ The teachers are great, it offers good
sport and camps. Its one of the best state
schools” Mr Jun said.
As in your time at Frankston High
School, what makes our school so
special is the quality of peoople that
make up our school community. We
have teachers who are the best in their
field who very generously give of their
time and expertise both within and
beyond the classroom. They all have
very high expectations of our students
and we are blessed with students who
for the most part want to do their
best always and rise to meet those
expectations. This is because we have
parents who value education through
investing in the zone and who inspire
their children to make the best of their
time at our great school. Consequently,
such people help to develop this
learning culture of excellence. As
former staff and students, just like
Georgia, you have been responsible
for creating such a culture which
we have been fortunate to inherit.
We are indebted to you for this gift.
A gift we will leave for future
generations to prosper.
As you read this edition I hope it evokes
memories of happy times at Frankston
High School.
Kind regards
John Albiston
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Meeting Dates 2018
23rd July
12th Nov – AGM

NEWSLETTER ONLINE

President’s
Report
Bill Underwood
33 Beluga Street Mt Eliza 3930 Tel: 9787 2981
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Did you know that you
can access the school’s
newsletter on our
website?
Try it on:
www.fhs.vic.edu.au/
newsletters and catch up
on what’s happening at
Frankston High School.

don’t miss out
Don’t miss out on
your copies (April,
August and December)
of Optima Semper
Please urge your friends to
become ‘paid up’ members
of our association. By
paying the annual
membership of $15.00
you ensure you don’t
miss out on future events
and hearing what has
been happening. You
also guarantee your 2018
copies of Optima Semper
with lots of news and
photos.

contributions
Your Contributions
Are Wanted
We welcome any submissions/stories/photos
regarding former staff and
students for publication in
Optima Semper.
Articles that strictly
relate to the history of
Frankston High School
will only be accepted,
personal stories will not be
published.
Please keep articles to no
more than 500 words and
can be emailed to:
optimasemper@fhs.vic.
edu.au
or by post to:
Optima Semper
Frankston High School
97 Foot St
Frankston Vic 3199

Welcome to our new members of the
Former Students & Staff Association
and our continuing members. If you are
not a member yet all payments will be
accepted until the 30th of June, 2018.

At our AGM in 2017 the following Office
Bearers were elected:
President – Bill Underwood
Vice President – Georgia Newton
Secretary – Lesley Clapperton
Treasurer – Carolyn Florance
Reunion Co-ordinator – Georgia Newton
Sadly with the passing of Georgia
Newton in January, the positions of Vice
President and Reunion Coordinator are
now vacant.
I would like to thank our members
who have made donations it is greatly
appreciated and assists the school in
providing items that are not funded for
by the government.
Any former staff students and staff who
would like to attend any of our committee
meetings are more than welcome. We
would like to hear from you if you have
any ideas about events, activities or
reunions that you may be interested.
When making payments for the Optima
Semper please ensure your credit card
details are correct or if paying by cheque
that you have sufficient funds to cover
the payment. The school receives a
number of cheques that are returned by
the bank as dishonoured, the school then
incurs a fee as a result.

For those who have enjoyed attending
the Brisbane reunions in the past, please
feel free to continue to arrange a reunion
of your own. Even though the committee
may no longer organise these, please feel
free to continue if you wish to.
Our Christmas reunion will be held on
Saturday 24th November, 2018 so please
don’t forget to come and enjoy the day.
Last year on December 20th I had the
pleasure in representing the Former Staff
and Students Association by presenting
the Former Staff and Students awards
at the Frankston Arts Centre to Matisse
Knight and Prokhor Veresov.
I would be happy to take your calls after
5pm any weekday if you would like any
further information or just to have a chat!
Perhaps you know of a former student
celebrating a milestone or achievement
that we could promote in our magazine!
I’d be happy to help providing any
additional information on any aspect of
the Association.
Hope you all have a healthy and safe year
in 2018.
Regards
Bill

Reunion – Baxter Tavern Christmas Lunch
Baxter Tavern Christmas Lunch will be held on
Saturday 24th November 2018.
If you attended the 2017 lunch and have photos, we would
love to see them and share them in our next issue.
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Vale

Georgia Newton (nee Anderson) – 1954 Intake
Alan Burdett – 1950 Intake
Professor Ray Anderson – 1950 Intake

Georgia Newton
I was deeply saddened, but not surprised, to learn that
Georgia Newton had passed away, on 1 January, 2018.
I have some very fond memories of Georgia, going back
to 7 February, 2004, the date of our first reunion, at the
Frankston RSL, marking the 50th anniversary of the 1954
intake at Frankston High School. I was sitting in the front
bar of the club, enjoying a beer. Suddenly, I looked up to
see a redheaded woman carrying notice boards walk past,
with other ladies in tow. We didn’t recognize each other
at first; I got up from my stool and followed them into the
function room. Then the penny dropped: that was Georgia
Anderson, after 50 years! All had a good time and I was so
glad I attended.
Subsequent FHS reunions were held at Southbank
Brisbane, and later at New Farm Park, to cater for all the
ex-schoolies who had migrated to Queensland in the
intervening years. After that first reunion at the Frankston
RSL, I made a private vow to attend every future reunion
in Brisbane and Frankston/Baxter, and proudly ended up
doing just that, for which I was presented with the Neville
Drummond award - by Georgia herself - in 2016. Sadly, the
FHS reunion in Baxter was the last time I saw Georgia. I will
miss her for the rest of my life.
Below is my eulogy, which I would like to share with you.
Georgia Newton, or Georgia Anderson as I knew her, went
to the same school as I, Frankston State School, number
1464 in Davey Street - under Mr. Charlton in grade 4, and
under Mr. Hancorn in grade 5, during the early 1950s. Back
then, boys and girls weren’t encouraged to socialise, but
that didn’t stop us boys eyeing off girls who took our fancy,
and Georgia took mine. I thought she was cute but, like
most boys, at that time I had little interest in girls.
In 1954 Georgia and I commenced at Frankston High school;
she was in Form 1E, and I in 1F, right down the bottom. One
memory stands out for me, a very brief encounter. After
exams, in which we all had to participate, FHS had what
they called “Correction Day”, the only day of the year when
school attendance was optional. Not liking school, I decided
to stay home, but curiosity got the better of me; I hopped
on my bike and rode towards the school, to see how many
students had turned up.
As I was riding down Fletcher Road, who should come
around the corner from Quality Street but Georgia,
accompanied by Remoulda Szfco, a Polish girl who was in
my form 1F. Both girls were walking towards me and I felt
slightly embarrassed - what was I going to say to them? But
I needn’t have worried. As they passed, I got a cheery
“Hello”, and on they went. My first thought was, “Can’t stay
away now!”
At the end of 1955, I walked out the school gate forever,
or so I thought. The following year I moved up to south

east Queensland with my family, my step-father to run
his pub, and a first job for me as a junior storeman, in the
heart of Brisbane. School officially ended for the rest of
the students, but Georgia never really left. She started
compiling lists and making phone calls, hundreds of them,
to stay in touch with classmates and FHS.
Fast forward to early 2003: one Monday morning, I got
an unexpected call on my landline. A woman speaking in
a rather husky voice asked, “Are you David Bilton?” “Yes,”
I replied. “Would you be in your early sixties now?” “Yes,
but what’s this all about?” was my response. It was Georgia
inviting me to the 50th anniversary of the 1954 intake. Of
course, I readily agreed to be there, and it was the first of
many wonderful reunions.
In 2017, Georgia Newton rang to ask me to fill in for her and
act as photographer at the upcoming reunion to be held
at Baxter Tavern on Saturday, 25 November, 2017. Being
in ownership of a really good point-and-shoot camera, I
readily agreed.
Come the big day, there I was, full of expectations, riding the
V-Line train on the last leg of my journey from Townsville.
Having arrived at Baxter station, the driver gave me a
shout, “You getting off here, mate?” I was already up with
my bag, heading towards the door. As I stepped down onto
the platform, my left thong caught on a raised area, and I
went flying towards the rear fence, bag and all. In my panic,
I reached for the top railing to arrest my fall and, in doing
so, gashed my left index finger on some sharp projection on
the fence. I went down and lay against the fence, looking
up at the sky, unable to move with blood streaming down
my left palm. For those still on the train, I must have looked
quite a sight. The train driver (who, I learnt later, also went
to FHS) kindly stayed with me for over half an hour until
the ambulance crew turned up to ferry me to Frankston
hospital. The day was a total washout - there would be no
reunion or picture-taking for me that year.
There was but one happy outcome to this story: after being
discharged from hospital, I was driven back to Baxter Tavern
by David MacKenzie, who came to the hospital to check on
my progress. I owe him my eternal gratitude. By the time
we got back to the tavern, everyone had gone, of course,
and so I handed back the coveted Neil Drummond award to
Dave after my year’s privileged custody. I thanked him for
all his help and assistance, and he drove away, leaving me to
enjoy - albeit alone - Saturday night at the Baxter Tavern. I
am now back in Townsville, and looking forward to the next
reunion.
Thank you, Georgia, for helping to make the FHS reunions
possible – no matter where they were held, you were
always there, front and centre. You will be missed by one
and all. Now at peace.
David Bilton
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Exit Year 1955 Report
For those who started in 1950
REAR: L-R Bob Johnson,
Arnold Clarke, Ivan
Royale, Ian McKenzie,
Norm White, Geoff
Evans, John Oates,
Brian Jennings, Alan
Wickes, Laurie Petrusch,
Alan Ross, Tim Hunter,
Graeme Horsburgh
FRONT: L-R Geoff
Morgan, Bill Nicholson,
Mac Guild, Les Hyde,
Kevin Williamson.

Our 5th and 6th reunions were held
in March 2016 and March 2017
respectively at Tilly’s at Tyabb. Once
again, we had good attendances to
both of our gatherings and all had a
good time. We acknowledge with
considerable thanks the attendance
of Frankston High School Principal,
John Albiston.
Unfortunately, with the closing of
Tilly’s we have booked Steeples in
Mornington for our next get together
on the 16th March 2018.
The passing away of Allan Burdett,
our good friend and supporter of
school reunions, when able to attend,
saddened us all. Reunions including
our first interstate one held in Noosa
on the banks of the Noosa River. Our
spit roast dinners held in the school
hall and our own class reunions.
Allan was an excellent sportsman
representing the school in basketball
and later playing for Cheltenham at a high level. His grandson is now on the Australian
golfing circuit. Allan watched his progress and I am sure we will be also. Allan’s
enlivening personality and wit will be sadly missed by us all. Nola, his wife has also
supported our efforts over the years and our condolences have been conveyed to
her.
Professor Ray Anderson passed away later this year too. Ray came from Mordialloc
High School to complete Year 12 at Frankston High School. Some of us had a lunch with
Ray at Noosa during our time up North whilst attending the reunion. Unfortunately,
we did not catch up with ray at any of our reunions. As well as excelling in academia,
he was a good sportsman representing the school at cricket, football, Chelsea, and
Frankston in cricket. Some of our Queensland residents, John Oates, Ken Fourte and
Ted Latta still keep in touch and we hope to see John down here with Maureen his
wife on the 16th of March.
On the not so well list are: Laurie Witherow (Tommy) lives in Queensland and has
attended many of the Brisbane reunions, has been unwell for some time.
Ron Wood missed the Christmas reunion at Baxter; we are hoping he will be able to
attend our next function.
Regards
Graeme Horsburgh
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1987 – 30 Year Reunion

Shane Beck, Anita, Penny Morris,
Fiona Shirrefs, Kimberlee Hindle

Liz Hough, Lorraine Carson,
Janette O’Malley, Jenny Wills

Jenny Wills, Narelle Froling (me)

Jamie Bailes, Simon Bilsborough,
Duncan Harding, Ken Berry

Kimberlee Hindle, Fiona Shireffs,
Narelle Froling, Janet Godber

?, Nicole Lund, Lorna Dudley, Jeff Fox

Janine Geer, Catherine Cloherty,
Suellen Peake, Jo Primmer

Mark Garrett, Rohan Stocker, Glenn Mc Millan, Duncan Harding,
Courtney McSpadden, Mark Fisher, Tony Blackford
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Gippsland Luncheon
So I moved to the country for a quiet life and I seem to be running into past pupils that have also been
looking for the quiet life. Just like Frankston was in the 40’s & 50’s. All sixteen of us got together in
Sale and had a very nice lunch and a lot of talk about the good old days. It has been suggested that we
do it again in the warmer weather as there were about twelve that had given their apologies. The cold
weather being the main reason for their absence. There are actually forty-seven past students living in
the Gippsland area and they will be notified of the next reunion.
Regards
Georgia

Keith Payne & Ian Campbell

Rosalie Whittingham, Bill, Ken Govans

Margaret McCombe, Kevin Incigneri

Bill Underwood & Janice Durrant

Adrian Temple & Cecilia Percy

Rosalie Whittingham & Cecilia Percy

Back: Bill Underwood, Keith Payne, Ian Campbell.
Front: Michael Cowan & Gillian Hall
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The Last Brisbane Reunion 2017
After all these years of our reunions held in Queensland have we ever had a downpour as we did, certainly
hit the jackpot this year!
It started with thunderstorms early on in the morning and continued raining until late afternoon. I sat
in the bus shelter at the park for an hour and a half. Which in that time I took 17 phone calls and 6 text
messages from people cancelling. Ken Fourte and Graeme Horsburgh turned up and soon realised it was
far too wet. Maurie & Margaret Hodgins turned up so we went and found somewhere to have lunch. After
that, we called it a day, such a sad end to the Brisbane reunions.
Regards
Georgia

Ken Fourte and Graeme Horsburgh

The day before the reunion

Queensland - Beautiful one day and
wet the next (Reunion Day)
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Memories

When Old Friends Meet
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Memories

When Old Friends Meet

Optima Semper Online
The Optima Semper April issue which is available free of charge to all those registered on the database,
will now be available on the Frankston High School website. You can find it by clicking on the “Community”
tab and go to the “Former Staff and Students” page. The August and December issues will continue to
only be made available by post to paid members.
In the past we have been restricted in our ability to publish articles that contain over 500 words in the
Optima Semper magazine. Once the school website has been updated in the next coming months, all
articles that are over 500 words and strictly relate to the history of Frankston High School only will
be published on the Former Staff and Students page of the Frankston High School website. We would
appreciate your contributions by email to: optimasemper@fhs.vic.edu.au or saved to a USB or CD and
posted to:
Optima Semper c/o Frankston High School
97 Foot St, Frankston Vic 3199
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Life since Frankston High School
Peter Franke
The dilemma in writing about my life for
old school friends is how to look as good as
possible without sounding boastful. This is
especially difficult for someone who feels
inferior and seeks recognition. And it doesn’t
help to be restricted to 500 words, which I
seem to be rapidly wasting.
I left Frankston High in 1968 having done
fairly well academically but underachieving
in every other respect. Then at Melbourne
University
I
became
an
academic
underachiever as well: dropping out after 3
years, marrying at the age of 20 and taking
a temporary job with Colonial Mutual Life
(CML) as a night shift computer operator.
In terms of career, things went surprisingly
well after that. I rose in the ranks to become
head of IT at CML, and then national head
of operations, before moving to Singapore.
This was the start of 20 years in Asia with my
current wife Jenny and our 2 younger boys
(more about wives and kids later). While in
Singapore I managed a consulting company
and worked throughout Asia and the Middle
East. There followed 7 years running a life
insurance company in Thailand and 10 years
in HK, managing businesses and investments
in several countries for Commonwealth
Bank.
Turning to personal matters, I was very
immature when entering my first marriage
(some say nothing has changed). My first wife
Bev tried her best, but after 10 years she had
had enough. We are still friends however,
and we did manage to produce 2 wonderful
kids, Jade (now 42 and controller of husband
Blair and our two gorgeous grandsons) and
Ben (39 and about to marry at last).
After 2 inglorious years as a bachelor, I met
my current wonderful and formidable wife
Jenny. Being much less tolerant and more
volatile than Bev, I was left in no doubt when
my behavior was below expectations. They
say women marry men hoping to change
them and men marry women hoping they will
stay the same. This is usually futile but I think

Jenny has had some success in creating a
more personally aware “Peter”, and I believe
this helped enormously in my career. Jenny
also jumped straight into the role of second
mum, and when I worked for a year in Cape
Town (forgot to mention that), she joined
me together with then 8 year old Jade and
6 year old Ben. We’ve since produced two
more wonderful kids, Tom (28) and James
(26), both with serious girlfriends. Our kids,
plus their close relationships with each other
and their multiple parents, are my proudest
achievement.
I’m now 66 and Jenny and I retired from HK
over 7 years ago, to live on a golf course at
Cape Schanck. I do nothing of importance
and we live a self-indulgent life, playing
golf, having fun with family and friends, and
travelling six months of the year (over 150
countries now). I occasionally run into old
school friends but am only in regular contact
with Richard Boyd (or should I say Professor
Boyd), Janis Boyd nee Oliver (more talented
than Richard), Ken Smith (famous artist) and
Philip Downing (who requested me to write
this note and is an all round good deed doer).
Love and best wishes to everyone who reads
this.
Peter Fancke.
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‘OPTIMA SEMPER’ MEMBERSHIP RENEWAL NOTICE
Membership renewals for 2018 are due by the 31st of December 2017.
Payments will be accepted until the 30th of June 2018
Please remember that if you do not pay membership, you will only receive the April ‘Optima Semper’.
Please attach your payment of $15 to this slip and return to Frankston High School, Foot Street, Frankston.
Cheques should be made payable to ‘Frankston High School’.
If you are not yet a financial member and would like to be, please fill in the details below.
Name: ________________________________________________

FHS Years: _________________________

Address: __________________________________________________________________________________________
______________________________

Post Code: _____________

Contact Phone Number: _________________________________________________
I am happy to have my name and contact details distributed to reunion organisers:
My email address is:

YES / NO

___________________________________________________________________________

Donations from readers are greatly appreciated and help support the continuation of ‘Optima Semper’.

Cheque payment attached



Please make cheques payable to Frankston High School. Or

Credit Card Details:

Expiry Date:

_____/_____

Mastercard

Visa

Donation Amount to be included: __________________
Total Amount Paid: ________________________

Cardholders Name:

____________________________________

Signature: __________________________

You can cut this slip out and mail it directly to the school.
Thank you.

APRIL 2018
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