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PRINCIPAL’S REPORT
Andrew Batchelor, Principal
Dear Former Staff and Students

My name is Andrew Batchelor and I feel very privileged 
to be appointed as Principal of Frankston High School.  
Frankston High School is a high performing school 
supporting students in achieving their best in their learning 

and through a range of pursuits whether they be sporting, music, the Arts, or 
student leadership.  Such exceptional student achievement across many areas 
has been due to the leadership shown by previous Principals, together with the 
outstanding teaching and support provided by our extremely dedicated teachers 
and support staff.  We also have such a supportive parent/guardian community 
who continually encourage their children to value the learning opportunities 
offered by our school.  Frankston High School has developed a learning 
culture where all community members (students, staff, parents and alumni –  
our past staff and students) value learning and demonstrate our best always – 
Optima Semper.

I wish to acknowledge the warm welcome that staff, students and parents have 
shown me since my appointment.  It has been wonderful to meet staff, students 
and many parents during the start to the school year.  I look forward to further 
opportunities to meet with past students and staff and work closely with you all.  
I would like to thank and acknowledge John Albiston for his time and support in 
ensuring I make a smooth transition into the Principal role.  John’s inspirational 
leadership over many years has resulted in Frankston High School progressing 
from strength to strength.  He has left a wonderful legacy and a great base for 
ongoing improvement.

It was great to see so many current and past staff and School Council members at 
John’s retirement function.  It was a nice evening and celebration of John’s career 
and contribution to Frankston High School and to State government education.   

As in your time at Frankston High School, what makes our school so special is  
the quality of people that make up our school community.  We have teachers who 
are the best in their field who very generously give of their time and expertise 
both within and beyond the classroom.  They all have very high expectations 
of our students and we are blessed with students who want to do their best 
always and rise to meet those expectations.  We have a number of stand-out 
performances below:

	 Outstanding Year 12 2020 results: Frankston High School continuing to be 
the leading government school on the Peninsula and in fact obtaining results 
up with and ahead of many private schools.

	 Australia Day awards: Frankston City Council Young Citizen of the Year, 
Kia Malcolm of Year 10 and Community Event of the Year, Chill Out and Loot 
About.

	 Sporting achievements: We are only in Term 1 and our students have already 
performed exceptionally well winning 23 state medals between them, many 
achieving state titles, national qualifiers and personal best performances.
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PRINCIPAL’S REPORT

NEWSLETTER  
ONLINE
Did you know that you can 
access the school’s newsletter 
on our website?

Try it on:  
www.fhs.vic.edu.au/newsletters 
and catch up on what’s 
happening at Frankston High 
School.

FORMER STAFF  
& STUDENTS 
MEETING  
DATES 2021
NEXT COMMITTEE 
MEETING:   
• Monday 19 July 2021

• Monday 18 October 2021

• Monday 8 November 2021

These achievements are because we have parents who value education and who 
inspire their children to make the best of their time at our great school.  Consequently, 
such people help to develop this learning culture of excellence.  As former staff and 
students, you have been responsible for creating such a culture which we have been 
fortunate to inherit.  We are indebted to you for this gift; a gift we will leave for 
future generations to prosper.  
We, the Principal Class and Leading Teachers, have also been participating in PLC 
training (remotely) and VCE Data Sessions with Phillip Holmes-Smith which is 
providing the opportunity for further reflection and learning. The aim of this training 
is for us to develop a new inquiry process for teachers to participate in (2022 and 
beyond) to reflect and further develop improvements in our teaching and learning. 
As you read this edition, I hope it evokes memories of happy times at Frankston  
High School.
Kind regards

Andrew Batchelor 
Principal

https://www.facebook.com/FHSFormerStaffAndStudents/

DON JORDAN
Don commenced Frankston High School in 1950 and finished in 1954 after 
obtaining his leaving certificate.  He started full time work in 1955 and he 
retired from his civil engineering/university lecturing career around 1998.
Don was a member of the Frankston High School orchestra and continued 
with his love of music through his working career.  Don formed the Lazybones 
Jazz Concert Band and played in many venues over the years.
In December 2019, Don brought together 76 trombone players who performed 
at Federation Square. Of course, they played ’76 trombones’ plus a program 
of seasonal music that delighted passes-by.  The pandemic stopped big 
performances last year, 14 performed at St Paul’s Cathedral.  Lazybones Jazz 
Concert Band will be playing at the Newport Jazz Festival on Saturday 1 and 
Sunday 2 May this year, and Don would be delighted to see you there.
Don is a member of the 1955 exit group of former students.

Whatever happened to...
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Bill Underwood 
33 Beluga Street Mt Eliza 3930  
Tel: 9787 2981
What a year it has been!  We were finally able to meet as a 
committee in person after last year’s COVID-19 lockdowns.  We 
were also able to return our meetings back on school grounds 
now all the building works are complete.  The school certainly 

has changed and we look forward to the official openings of these buildings once 
permitted to do so.  So please keep an eye out on the school website.

I would also like to thank all our members who paid their subscriptions this year, 
particularly those who made generous donations (some of whom have requested 
anonymity).  A reminder that the due date for 2021 subscriptions is 31 December 
2021 with payment being accepted until next 30 June 2022.  Be assured that your 
donations will be put to good use.

In our next meeting for 2021, we will look at the school requests and allocate funds 
accordingly.  With your generous donations we have been able to raise $9000 to 
support the school.  Details of these school requests will be followed up in the next 
edition so please sign up so you don’t miss out, it’s only $15 per year.

Also a reminder not to submit lengthy articles which take up a lot of pages, to avoid 
running over two editions of the Optima Semper.  Please limit your article to 500 
words, due to the volume of articles and the amount of photos that need to be 
published, we are unable to publish articles over 500 words.

We are hoping we will see a new Covid normal soon and will continue to hold our 
committee meetings and functions in 2021.  Those with a Working with Children 
Check card are welcome to attend the meetings at the school. 

I look forward to representing you again this year, so please keep the articles coming 
in. Also look up our Facebook page: Frankston High School Former Staff and Students

Regards

Bill 

YOUR  
CONTRIBUTIONS 
ARE WANTED
We welcome any 
submissions/stories/photos 
regarding former staff  
and students for  
publication in Optima 
Semper. Please keep  
articles to no more  
than 500 words and  
can be emailed to:

optimasemper@fhs.vic.edu.au

or by post to:   
Optima Semper 
Frankston High School 
97 Foot St 
Frankston Vic 3199

PRESIDENT’S REPORT

SNAP SHOT OF KEITH COCKLE
A brief note about the Cockles 
I am now living on Macleay Island in Moreton Bay, South East Queensland, Australia.  
My wife Jenny and I often travel locally to various events as they can be on other 
islands, the mainland and up into Brisbane. 
I have my sister Margaret and brother Ernest living up here on the mainland, each 
about an hour’s drive.  My sister Patricia lives in Cooktown and brother George is in 
residential care in Mornington.  I am the youngest of all of the siblings.  Two other 
brothers Rayner and Maurice have both passed on. There were five boys and two 
girls in the family, plus mum and dad.  Dad was from England and served in the 1st 
war and was lucky to get back alive.  
Mum was from Sydney and moved to England.  She met my dad in Bristol and they 
were married there, decided it was too cold and moved to Australia in about 1922, 
eventually settling in Frankston around 1930. 

Whatever happened to...

This is a picture of Jenny and myself 
just before Christmas 2020
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ALAN WICKES OAM

Above: Alan Wickes at home ground 
of the Frankston Dolphins ( photo 
courtesy Paul Amy on Twitter) .

Top centre: Frankston High School 
receiving the first Frankston & 
District Junior Football League  
Under 13 Premiers Shield (1965) 
presented by Frankston Football Club 
President Harold McComb to Captain 
Mick Hines and Coach David ”Bluey” 
Bellette. Left is league secretary 
Alan Wickes and President Cr Lloyd 
Worland.

Top right: Alan and Faye Wickes at 
the 2019 reunion of exit year 1955  
Frankston High School students.

 

 
Below: 1954 Senior Football Team – 
Premiers 

The Order of Australia Medal has been awarded to well-known 
Frankston Football identity and community member - Alan Wickes 
and was announced on Australia Day 2021.

The award was in recognition of Alan’s services to the Frankston Community and Australian 
Rules Football.

Being a fourth generation Frankston family, Alan has a long family history associated 
with Frankston and Frankston High School, starting with his mother in the early 1920’s 
and continuing with himself, his siblings, his own immediate family of three and six 
grandchildren.  Alan’s fourth grandchild, Lily Chapple was Frankston High School Vice-
Captain in 2019. Jasper and Lola are current Frankston High School students.

Alan’s schooling commenced at Davey Street Primary School and continued with 
attendance at Frankston High School from 1951 until 1954.  Alan’s wife Faye also attended 
Frankston High School from 1953 until 1956.  While at Frankston High School Alan was a 
member of both the Football and Cricket Teams.

Upon leaving school Alan spent the first six years of his career with The Bank of NSW, 
which was followed by 27 years in his own business as a distributor of professional hair 
care products and then another 20 years as an Industrial Strategic Planner. Trying to 
document Alan’s football career was formidable as it stretches over a very long period of 
time, what follows is a preview.

Four years playing in the VFL with Collingwood and founding Secretary of the 
Frankston and District Junior Football League in 1965.

Has a lifetime membership of the Frankston Dolphins in recognition of  
him being both a player as well as a coach and being Club President from 
1971 until 1979.  In addition, he also coached Seaford Football team for 
three years. 

Elected as President of the Victorian Football Association (VFA) and 
remained in that position from 1981 until 1984.

Aside from football Alan has had a keen interest in Community Affairs 
demonstrated by his election as Founding President of ‘The Proudly 
Frankston Campaign’. Direct off-shoots from this campaign include The 
Committee for Greater Frankston, the Frankston Wine and Food Society 
and the Frankston Music Festival (incidentally driven by another past 
Frankston High School student, Robert Thurley, who was named as 
Frankston’s Senior Citizen of the Year 2021).

Both Alan and Faye have been regular attendees at the Frankston High 
School 1955 exit year reunions.  

I doubt that Alan could not have gone on and achieved his career, 
community and football successes without the continued support 
of his wife Faye. I get the impression the award is recognition for 
both their services and there will be no one prouder than Faye at the 
presentation of the medal. The medal will be presented to Alan at 
Government House 27 April 2021. 

Bob Edward  1955 - 1959 
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ROBERT THURLEY 
2021 Frankston Senior Citizen of the Year Award

This year the Annual Citizen Awards held in conjunction with the Australian 
Naturalization Ceremonies conducted at the Frankston City Council Chambers 
on Australia Day and presided over by the City Major Cr. Kris Bolam honoured 
this year was ex Frankston High School student Robert Thurley. 

The Thurley’s association with Frankston High School goes back to Robert’s mother, Mavis Koss; his 
first wife, Jenny; Robert’s siblings, Dianne, Paul and Phillip; Robert’s son, Matthew; daughter, Sally, her 
children, Magnus and Astrid and grandson, Sebastian Harding who is currently at Frankston High School.
Robert’s maternal grandfather, Gustavus Koss was brought to Frankston in 1914 as a prisoner 
of war, being a German merchant sailor in the wrong port at the wrong time. The family lived at 
4 Wells Street (now South East Water).  He remembers Kananook Creek as a magical place for 
a small boy, full of excitement, crammed with fishing boats, snakes (eels) and bad odours, he 
thought he would fix that when he grew up.
Robert’s award was in recognition for all that he has done over a 42-year period with the 
restoration of Kananook Creek as well as his involvement in a vast number of community groups 
and initiatives over many years (usually being roped in to be the Treasurer) including The Proudly 
Frankston Campaign, The Committee for Greater Frankston, the Frankston Wine and Food Society, 
the Lazy Long Lunches and the Frankston Music Festival to name a few.
He produced four community music festivals, initially with no funding at all but his own. Later 
there was some council support which showed what could be possible with a better funded 
joint community endeavour.  He hopes Frankston City Council’s new $1.2m New Signature Event 
starting in 2022 will give Frankston the major community event it badly needs. 
Robert attended Frankston High School from 1959 until 1965 during that time apart from being 
a member of the Frankston High School football team he was elected Flinders House Captain and 
school Head Prefect.   
While completing Form Five in 1963 (at the age of 16) Robert took time off from school to attend 
the 11th World Scout Jamboree held in Greece being one of four Queen Scouts sent from Australia. 
The post Jamboree travel that followed opened his eyes to the excitement of travel and ignited a 
zest for travel that has lasted him for a lifetime. 
Langwarrin Football Club gave him his first opportunity to play football, which he took with relish, 
achieving club and Nepean League Best and Fairest in the under 17’s and Best and Fairest in the 
Seniors. Frankston VFA gave him the next opportunity and he enjoyed playing with the Dolphins 
from 1966 till 1970.  Upon matriculating, Robert went onto Monash University to complete a 
degree in Economics and Politics.
Initial employment was with the accounting firm Price Waterhouse where he remained for nine 
years and added to his qualifications by becoming a Chartered Accountant. Also, during this time, 
he married Jenny in 1971.  Roberts position enabled him to remain with the same employer as well 
as take up overseas assignments, these included three years in Sweden where two of the family’s 
three children were born. Other countries included two years the USA and a stint in Africa (Liberia) 
before finally coming back home in Melbourne office
Robert was appointed Head of Administration Engineering Projects Offshore at international in 
Brunei.  Robert describes this appointment as a fairly complex and challenging role, excellent 
experience professionally and culturally, they were the roaring years in oil and gas.
Returning to Australia, he and Jenny bought the iconic Sparks Elegant Lingerie business in Wells 
St and later developed a vineyard and popular live music venue at Mt Eliza Estate, on Sunnyside 
Road. The vineyard is now owned by Massoni Wines.
His last full time senior role was Global Head of Internal Audit at NAB, a prestigious appointment 
considered to be at the top level in his specialist field of Auditing Finally, he had several 
consulting assignments and sat on the Audit Committees at Frankston City Council and Mt Buller 
Management Committee.
Robert found time to involve himself in the community projects already mentioned as well Rotary 
in Seaford and in Brunei and numerous Treasurer Positions -Frankston Scouts, Long Island Tennis 
Club, Frankston Beach Association and Frankston Boat Shed Association. 
Tragedy intervened in Roberts life when in 2005 Roberts wife Jenny died from cancer sometime 
later, he met and married Dianne in 2010. Coincidently they met at the Balnarring Musos night -a 
love of live music a shared interest. Now in his 70’s Robert is content to continue the community 
projects his is so passionate about and fully enjoy life with Dianne with more time for their 
blended family and 10 grandchildren.

Together they enjoy being active in other 
connected communities as Jamieson 
(Jamieson Jazz), Noosa (Noosa Alive) and 
Espiritu Santo in Vanuatu.
Life has turned a full circle, after some 
euphoric breakthroughs and some very 
bitter disappointments, he is back where  
he began, still dreaming of fixing up 
Kananook Creek. 
Robert is optimistic that soon there will 
be an inspired generation who will have 
the vision and the collective community 
capability to do this job we are just 
holding the torch to show the way! He 
hopes the younger generation will also 
deliver a fabulous community-based  
Music Festival for Frankston.

Bob Edward written in conjunction  
with Robert Thurley

Robert Thurley with his 
granddaughters
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I grew up in Avoca where my father was the Shire 
Engineer. After attending Avoca Primary School and 
three years at Maryborough High School I went 
to Wesley College as a boarder from 1958-1961.  
Wesley was a great experience for a country boy; 
offering football, cricket, athletics and leadership 
experience as a prefect and captain of the boarding 
house.  It was a great learning experience for a 
future educator.

In 1962 I moved to The University of Melbourne and commenced a commerce degree 
on an Education Department Scholarship.  I lived at Queens College and loved every 
minute of it.
Football became more important after playing for two years with Collegians A Grade 
amateur side and then I was recruited to the Melbourne Football Club.  I played with 
the Demons in 1964, 65, and 66, only to be posted to Numurkah by the Education 
Department in 1967.  It was a great disappointment to have to leave the Demons.
I taught at Numurkah, lived in Shepparton and was appointed Captain/Coach of 
Shepparton Football Club in the Goulburn Valley League.  We won four premierships 
and I met my wife Sue there, so I thoroughly enjoyed my stay.  Promoted back to 
Bonbeach High School I was offered the assistant coaching position at Melbourne 
but as it was a non-playing role and I was still keen to keep playing, I took up the 
opportunity to be Captain/Coach of the Frankston Dolphins from 1971- 1974.  During 
that time, I was also president of the Mornington Peninsula Schoolboys Football Team.
Sue and I were married in 1973 and in 1975 we obtained leave for a year and travelled 
overland to London.  We then spent the remainder of the year travelling around Europe 
in VW camper.
In 1976 I was appointed to Karingal High School, teaching Economics and Geography 
and was also appointed a Director of the Melbourne Football Club.  My responsibility 
at the Demons was running the Recruiting Department – a mammoth responsibility 
while teaching full time.  While at Melbourne I initiated the international recruitment 
of players, including Jim Stynes and a number of other players.  I was made a Life 
Member of the club in 1985. The success of our recruiting team allowed Melbourne to 
reach its last Grand Final in 1988.
In 1986 I was awarded an International Teaching Fellowship to Edmonton, Canada, 
and with Sue and our two boys, had a year none of us will ever forget.  This year was an 
amazing educational experience.  I visited many of the best schools in Western Canada, 
specialising in community and parental involvement – something the Canadians did 
very well.  Full of enthusiasm and new ideas, I returned to Karingal High School keen 
to implement them and run my own school.  In 1987, I was appointed Deputy Principal 
of Karingal and the following year was Acting Principal until appointed Principal of 
Frankston High School in mid-1988.
On my arrival at Frankston High School, it was obvious that the school needed an 
injection of energy and direction.  I quickly put an end to the Education Department’s 
efforts to merge with Mt Erin Secondary College and to rename the school Frankston 
Secondary College.  I had excellent Deputy Principals in Bill Speirs, Marion Heale and 
Cathy Hogg.  An ex Richmond football friend in the Department Staffing Office helped 
us to recruit the best teachers we could find and some excellent teachers came across 
with me from Karingal High School.  We were losing students to Mount Eliza High 
School– in fact an Education bus was taking students from outside the “Chookery 
Nook” to Mount Eliza.  That doesn’t happen now!!

By way of introduction 
to this article, it’s part 
of a series I hope that 
I can continue with by 
either interviewing past 
Principals or inviting them 
to submit details of their 
teaching careers leading 
up to that of principal of 
Frankston High School. I 
am hoping that by the time 
the school celebrates its 
100th Anniversary (2024), 
I can collect something on 
each of the past thirteen 
principals. Thanks to  
Stav Smaragdiou who 
supplied the list.

PRINCIPAL’S OF 
FRANKSTON  
HIGH SCHOOL  
(1924 – 2021)
1924 Robert Chapman
1925 William Bishop
1937 Percival Langford
1949 Frank Smith
1960 Lloyd Jones
1965 Harry Carter
1975 William Raff
1980  Alan Slatter 

Relieving Principal 
Term 1

1980  Max Smale 
Relieving Principal

1982 Lionel Stanes
1988 Kenneth Rowe
2001 Marion Heale
2006 John Albiston
2021 Andrew Batchelor

Bob Edward

KEN ROWE OAM -  
Principal 1988 – 2001

The Principal Series
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In the early 90’s we experienced five devastating fires.  The fires damaged buildings 
and equipment, destroyed teachers’ resources and most of our historical records 
and memorabilia.  However, a new energy emerged out of the ashes.  Some former 
students completed the history of the school in the publication “Optima Semper”.  
The Former Staff and Students Association gained momentum and the school received 
enormous support from the Frankston community.  We had the opportunity to design 
our new buildings and with local fund raising built a Basketball Stadium, Music Centre 
and indoor Swimming Pool.
This new energy was apparent across the whole school.  We achieved state and 
national success in Athletics, Music and Aerobics.  We had many overseas students 
with sister schools in Kawaguchi, Japan and in Orleans, France and a scholarship 
program each year brought two girls from Soweto, South Africa to provide them with 
a rich educational experience.
We built an aeroplane; developed a student leadership program and as technology 
developed, we were the first Government school in Australia to have a student ‘laptop’ 
computer program.  The school was going well and the students were proud to be part 
of it.
Our success was recognised with the award of my PSM – Public Service Medal, in the 
Australia Day Honours list of 2000. 
Following my retirement, I was asked by Brendan Nelson, the Federal Minister for 
Education, to join a group examining “Teachers and Teacher Education in Australia”.  
It was an interesting year trying to establish common standards and excellence in 
Teacher Education.
When I started as Principal of Frankston High School, I was approached by Frankston 
Rotary Club and assured it was a tradition for the Principal to be a member.  The club 
proved to be a great conduit between the school and the community.  I am still a 
member 33 years later.
Since retirement in 2001, after a most rewarding career in education and a wonderful 
13 years at Frankston High School I continued my desire to help the Frankston 
Community.  I have served on a number of Frankston Council Committees; been 
a foundation member of the Committee for Greater Frankston; Vice President of 
“Proudly Frankston”; a foundation committee member of the Frankston Community 
Garden and a member of the Friends of the Frankston Station.
In 2019, in the Australia Day Honours I was awarded an Order of Australia, OAM, for 
my “services to the Frankston community”.
I am still actively retired in Mount Eliza – playing bowls; busy in Frankston Rotary; 
helping the Dolphins Football Club; wood carving and spending hours in my garden.  
I have a boat and enjoy chasing snapper off Mornington and still follow the Demons 
closely.  Sue and I have travelled extensively overseas.  We have had campervans in 
Europe, Canada and New Zealand and now have one we use touring Australia.  Our 
son Tim and his wife and two little boys live in Perth and our other son David and his 
partner live in Melbourne.  I have been lucky to have enjoyed a very fulfilling life, with 
a wonderful family; a stimulating career in education and great friendships formed in 
the wider Frankston community. 
Just recently John Albiston and his wife Debbie invited Sue and I for a lunch meeting 
with Frankston High School new Principal, Andrew Batchelor and partner Amy. As 
we did when John was appointed – we passed on the culture, the history and the 
traditions of the school.  I think our school is in great hands with Andrew and it will 
continue to aspire to “be the best always”.

DON’T MISS  
OUT ON  
YOUR COPIES 
(April, August  
and December) 
OF OPTIMA  
SEMPER
Please encourage your friends 
to become ‘paid up’ members 
of our association.  By paying 
the annual membership of 
$15.00 you ensure you don’t 
miss out on future events 
and hearing what has been 
happening.  You also guarantee 
your 2021 copies of Optima 
Semper with lots of news and 
photos.  

BEST ALWAYS
OPTIMA SEMPER
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As near as can be ascertained Frank was born 2/10/1895 on the UK Island of Guernsey. Frank 
was an only child.  It’s not known when Frank and his parents migrated to Australia but it must 
have been at an early age as he was 18 (1913) when he commenced teaching as Junior Teacher 
at Ballarat.  At some stage Frank married (have endeavoured to find more details of his first wife 
but can only ascertain name may have been Elsie and they were married for around 30 years) 
but was widowed and remarried at the age of 71 to Elizabeth Wagstaff in 1966. Frank and 
Elizabeth met while Elders at the Presbyterian Church in Frankston.  Frank had no children of  
his own.
Frank who lived in Cranbourne Road (opposite Fire Station) sold his home and moved to Woodlands 
Grove to take up residence with his new wife and three step daughters (Fiona, Christine and 
Rosalind).  Cannot help thinking that it must have been a huge adjustment for Frank but from what 
Fiona tells me he revelled in his new status as stepfather and was delighted in being “Dad” at the 
girl’s weddings. 
What follows is a resume of Franks teaching career as well as many and varied interests. 
1914 Frank entered teacher’s college and later completed a BA and Dip Ed at Melbourne University.
1920-1936 Frank taught at several technical schools (in the capacity of English Teacher). 
1938 Frank transferred to Bendigo High School. 
1943 Frank promoted to Acting Headmaster.
1949 Frank got promoted to the position as Headmaster of Frankston High School.
At the time of his headmastership Frankston High School was the only high school on the Mornington 
Peninsula, as a consequence some students travelled great distances to attend the school. 
1952 Frank was appointed as a member to the Victorian Schools Board, the board represented  
both non-Government as well as State High Schools (under represented compared to the  
non-Government sector).
1952 Frankston High School students enrolled exceeded 730.
1955 Frankston High School students’ enrolment rose to 830. Class sizes varied from 40-50 students.
1957 Frankston High School in Quality Street closes as a high school in preparation to conversion to 
a technical school.  Frank Smith was the last Headmaster at the old school and conversely the first 
Headmaster at the new school.  On 15 May 1958 Frankston High School officially opened at its new 
location on Towerhill Road – outdoor celebrations were interrupted by heavy rain and they were 
continued indoors.
1959 Frank retired from teaching after 46 years, 11 of those years at Frankston High School.  At the 
time of his retirement the school had grown to 850 pupils supported by a staff of nearly 40 (not 
including office staff and cleaners). 
1962 Frank returned to the school in a new guise as an accredited Religious Instructor (RI). 
Outside of teaching Frank was a very keen debater and also adjudicated between opposing teams. 
He was very fond of doing cryptic crossword puzzles.  Frank was a member of Frankston Rotary 
Club (he represented the club on a trip to Japan as well as New Zealand), Frankston Masonic Lodge, 
Frankston Bowling Club and the Long Island Golf Club. 
Frank was also a keen cricketer and counted among his friends the opening batsman for the 
Australian Test Cricket team – Bill Ponsford (Bill attended Frank’s retirement function).
In between complying with the many arduous tasks required of a Headmaster and attending the 
various clubs he found time to be instrumental in starting ‘Meals on Wheels” in the Frankston area. 
There is a selection of glowing tributes to Frank Smith upon his retirement in the 1959 edition of 
“Kananook”, among these are one from the Senior Master – Mike Galley who said of Frank, “His 
professional career has been outstandingly successful”.  What better accolade can be bestowed on 
a fellow teacher.
Frank died (11/5/1976) peacefully at his family home at the age of 81 and six months.
In writing this article I have drawn on extracts from the book ‘Optima Semper’ Frankston High 
School 1924-1994, Kananook 1959 edition and conversations I have had with Fiona Jones.  Fiona 
is the eldest of Franks three stepdaughters, a resident of Frankston and a regular attendee at 
Frankston High School reunions.

Bob Edward 1955-59

FRANK SMITH (Francis Mauger Smith)
Principal 1949 – 1960

The Principal Series

Note  
from Bob Edward

Frank Smith on the steps of the 
school at Towerhill Road - photo 
reprinted from Kananook 1959 

Frank and Elizabeth Smith with  
Fiona Jones and husband.

Found this gem in the ‘Optima 
Semper’ book.

There was a sense that some boys 
were “picked on”. Tony Smith came 
to the high school from a little 
country school. On his first day 
he was asked by the Woodwork 
teacher if he was any relation to 
Mr Smith and he replied, “He’s 
my father”. When the teacher 
discovered that Tony was not in fact 
the son of the Headmaster, he was 
strapped for giving cheek. At that 
time Tony did not know the name 
of the Headmaster.



OPTIMA SEMPER APRIL 2021  9  

VALE

GEOFFREY C. I. MORGAN 
17 March 1938 – 27 June 2020
Sorrento lost one of its sporting icons with 
the passing of Geoff Morgan.  Geoff attended 
Frankston High School from 1950 to 1954 and 
was a great contributor to Frankston High School 
sporting teams, representing the school in cricket 
and football.  

Geoff was Vice Captain of the cricket team when Frankston High 
School won the interschool premiership for the 3rd year in a row.   
He played in the 1952, 1953, 1954 cricket premierships and received a 
full school colour award in football in 1953 and cricket in 1954.
Geoff and his wife Cynthia were regular attendees at the yearly  
form reunions. 
Geoff started playing cricket for Sorrento aged 12 and football aged 13 
playing over 200 games for both clubs.  He then worked tirelessly for 
over 60 year holding roles such as president and treasurer with each 
club for long periods of time.  In 2000 Geoff received the Australian 
Sporting Achievement Award, the Australian Sports Medal from the 
Queen and Prime Minister John Howard and in 2014 he won the 
Victorian State Volunteer of the Year award.  
Geoff as a teenager played alongside Harry Casper, who Essendon 
supporters will remember for his involvement with John Coleman in 
the early 50’s.  Harry gave Geoff much confidence with the words 
“anyone who goes near you will answer to me.”
Sorrento Football Club estimated that Geoff spent 25 hours a week 
assisting on a voluntary basis.
Geoff represented Sorrento in country week cricket and was a member 
of the 1964 Mornington Peninsula Football League Premiership Team.  
He was asked to train at Collingwood and Geelong but his love of 
Sorrento Football Club was too strong.
After high school Geoff joined the Herald and Weekly Times where  
he met his wife to be.  After marrying Geoff and Cynthia lived in Seaford 
for 13 years.  Geoff and Cynthia ran a Supermarket for 24 years and 
only stopped when the owner did not renew their lease.
After retiring from playing football he was asked by sporting 
journalist Scottie Palmer to write up the Carlton football Club’s 
Tuesday and Thursday training notes.  Those of us who went to  
school with Geoff know his heart was “dark blue.”  
In addition to the awards listed above Geoff has received numerous 
local awards including the Mornington Peninsula Cricket Association 
long term award and awards from Rotary.  In 2004 a plaque was paced 
on the pillar at the entrance to Sorrento Sports Club in recognition of 
his service to both the football and cricket clubs.
Over his lifetime he has had one main aim and that was to  
support Sorrento which he has done with the support of Cynthia  
and his children Bradley and Venessa and his grandchildren  
Jayden and Ashton.
To his fellow former students he was always referred to as the 
“unelected mayor of Sorrento.”He will be sadly missed by us all.
Graeme Horsburgh 
Captain of the Frankston High School Cricket Premiership Team 1954

I have fond memories of the time Geoff  
and I shared at Frankston High School.   
I think we were in the same class 
throughout 1950 – 1954.  We formed a 
close relationship through our shared love 
of sport, having many important discussions 
about Carlton and Collingwood while we  
did our school work.
We played together in premiership sides  
in Junior and Senior football at Frankston 
High School and I was sorry Geoff did not 
attend school in 1955 to share in another 
senior premiership.
It has been great to catch up again in  
recent years at our school reunions.   
Geoff will be sadly missed.

Ian Mackenzie Senior Football captain - 1955 

School mate’s thoughts
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ERNEST (JACK) WHITE 
1921 to 2019 aged 98

The following information is from Geoff Morgan.

Jack was a prefect at Frankston High School in 
approximately 1937.
As a student Geoff had fond memories of Jack 
instructing him to kick with his left and right 
foot which stood him in good stead throughout 
his football career.
Jack played 179 senior games of football for 
Sorrento and won two Best and Fairest Awards. 
Jack was also a 1953 Premiership player and 
Mornington Football League representative.

Left: Frankston High School Prefects.  
Jack White back right hand corner.

(VIVIENNE) GLENISS STREET  
(NEE JAMES) 
Passed away 8 October 2020
Frankston High School Student 1953 - Matriculated 
1953 Frankston High School Teacher 1968 - 1970
Glen started her school life at Davey Street Primary School before moving to 
Mount Eliza Primary School in 1952.
In 1958 she was a prefect at Frankston High School, shirking her duties a 
little by not enforcing the wearing of the grey school beret as mandated by 
the Headmistress Miss Styles, whose “Girls where are your berets?”, became 
a catch cry.
Glen graduated from Melbourne Teachers College in 1961 with Trained 
Secondary Teachers Certificate (TSTC) in teaching Arts and Crafts at 
Leongatha, Mildura, Terang and Karingal before returning to teach Art and 
Crafts at Frankston High School 1968-1970.
Glen went on to lecture in Fibre Arts at Chisholm Frankston and later 
graduated as a Teacher Librarian from Monash University. In between times 
she added the fourth year to her TSTC.
Glen married Frankston High School former student Maurie. Together they 
raised two daughters, Meagan and Sue whilst living in Mount Eliza where 
they celebrated their 50th Wedding Anniversary in 2017.
Barbara Kennedy

Can anyone identify the remaining faces in the above photo which was taken about 1937?  
Please contact Kylie Grech, optimasemper@fhs.vic.edu.au

Can you help?  
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‘OPTIMA SEMPER’ MEMBERSHIP RENEWAL NOTICE 

Membership renewals for 2022 are due by 31 December 2021

Payments will be accepted until 30 June 2022 

Please Note: If you do not pay membership, you will only receive the April ‘Optima Semper’. 

If you are not yet a financial member and would like to be, please fill in the details below.  

Name: _______________________________   Surname: _________________________________________________ 

Frankston High School Years:  _______________________________________________________________________ 

Address: _________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Suburb: _____________________________________________________   Post Code: ________________________ 

Phone Number: _______________________  Email: _____________________________________________________ 

I am happy to have my name and contact details distributed to reunion organisers: YES   /   NO 

Donations from readers are greatly appreciated and help support the continuation of ‘Optima Semper’ 

Cheque Payment     
Make cheques payable to: Frankston High School      
Post to: 97 Foot Street, Frankston VIC 3199 

     Credit Card Payment 

Name on Card:  _____________________________________________________________________ 

Expiry Date:  ________/_______   CVC:  _____________ 

Signature: __________________________________________________________________________ 

Membership Fee:       $15 

Donation Amount:      $________ 

Total Amount Paid:   $_____________ 

Please return completed form directly to the school 
Thank you 
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