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Curriculum Framework Policy

The purpose of this framework is to outline Frankston High School’s organisation, implementation
and review of curriculum and teaching practices and to ensure that, taken as a whole, all eight
learning areas are substantially addressed, unless an exemption applies.

The framework shows, at a high level, how the school will deliver its curriculum, how the curriculum
and teaching practice will be reviewed, how we assess student learning, how we record and
monitor student performance, and when and how we report to parents/carers.

This curriculum framework should be read alongside our whole school, curriculum area, year level
and unit/lesson curriculum plans.

Frankston High School provides all students with a planned and structured curriculum to equip
them with the knowledge, skills and attributes needed to complete their schooling and to make a
successful transition from school to work, training, or further education.

Frankston High School is committed to offering a comprehensive curriculum based on the Victorian
Curriculum F-10. The key points in this framework, and in line with the F=10 Revised Curriculum
Planning and Reporting Guidelines, are a commitment to:
e A defined curriculum content is the basis for student learning.
e Curriculum planning that is based on two-year bands of schooling rather than each year
level.
o Developing and publishing a separate whole-school curriculum plan that documents our
teaching and learning program.
¢ Reporting student learning against the achievement standards in the curriculum.
e Reporting student learning to students and parents/carers in line with
the Department’s Reporting Student Achievement and Progress Foundation to 10 policy.
e Complying with Departmental policies relating to curriculum provision, including:
o Physical and Sport Education — Delivery Outcomes
o Sexuality and Consent Education
o Holocaust Education — Delivery Requirements

Frankston High School provides a guaranteed, shared and viable curriculum, designed to support
and challenge all students. Our staff collaboratively plan, develop and deliver curriculum that sets
high expectations and sets our students up to achieve their best always, upholding our school
motto of Optima Semper.

Our curriculum is designed for a planned progression of skills, knowledge and concepts to equip
our students with the skills and knowledge they need to be successful in their lives both during
their time at Frankston High School and beyond. Curriculum at Frankston High School is
developed collaboratively and shared. We plan as teams and teach as teams, implementing the
curriculum consistently in classes of the same subject to ensure students have access to the same
essential knowledge and skills, regardless of the class that they are in.

Our curriculum is underpinned by backwards-design principles — Understanding by Design (UbD) —
which starts by considering what is essential for all students to learn and understand. Our
approach to designing curriculum is aligned with our pedagogical and assessment and reporting
practices. This is represented through the structure of our unit planners (referred to as UbDs),
which align with our Teaching and Learning Model.


https://f10.vcaa.vic.edu.au/
https://f10.vcaa.vic.edu.au/
https://www.vcaa.vic.edu.au/Documents/viccurric/RevisedF-10CurriculumPlanningReportingGuidelines.pdf
https://www.vcaa.vic.edu.au/Documents/viccurric/RevisedF-10CurriculumPlanningReportingGuidelines.pdf
https://www2.education.vic.gov.au/pal/reporting-student-achievement/policy
https://www2.education.vic.gov.au/pal/physical-and-sport-education-delivery-requirements/policy
https://www2.education.vic.gov.au/pal/sexuality-education/policy
https://www2.education.vic.gov.au/pal/holocaust-education-delivery-requirements/policy

The following design process is used to develop UbDs:

Stage 1: Desired Results Stage 2: Evidence of Learning Stage 3: Learning Experiences
What should students come How will we elicit evidence of What sequence of learning
away from the unit understanding through activities will enable students to
understanding, knowing and | assessment that requires develop understandings, skills
being able to do? What big students to use their learning in | and knowledge, allowing them to
ideas and essential questions | new or unfamiliar contexts? work towards the desired
focus the learning? outcomes? How can we build

engagement and utilise each
stage of the Teaching and
Learning Model to design great
lessons?

At Frankston High School, we pride ourselves on our unique curriculum that meets the needs
of all our learners.

e In Junior School (Years 7 and 8), students complete a range of core subjects across the
eight Learning Areas, including compulsory study of a Language Other Than English (either
French or Japanese). The Junior School curriculum incorporates a number of core
semester-based units to introduce students to a broad range of subjects across Learning
Areas such as the Arts and Technology.

¢ In Middle School (Years 9 and 10), core subjects of English, Mathematics, Science and
Humanities (at Year 9) are studied in addition to a number of electives across the eight
Learning Areas, selected based on students’ aspirations, strengths and interests.

e At Senior School, we offer VCE, VCE Vocational Major and VET options, both on-site and
from external providers.

At Frankston High School, class time is structured into a weekly timetable, with six periods (five
hours) of learning per day, broken into 45-50-minute sessions. A breakdown of allocations per
subject can be found in the Appendix of this policy.

All Frankston High School students from Years 7 to 12 participate in one period per week of
Optima, our pastoral care and pathways program, to provide students with opportunities for
increased connectedness to their teachers and peers. Optima classes provide an opportunity for
student to learn about themselves as learners, engage in personal development, to set goals, and
to build positive relationships with peers and teachers. Optima provides a platform for careers
education including pathways guidance, Career Action Plans, and educating students to navigate
course selections both at school and beyond. Students learn job skills such as resume writing and
preparing for study or the workplace and complete a formal Work Experience program in Year 10.

Further information on how our school implements the curriculum, including the Learning Areas
provided at each year level/band of schooling, and the capabilities that are developed by
students across these learning areas and the approximate time allocations for each learning
area, is provided in our whole school curriculum plans and UbD units of work, organised by year
level and subject.

Language provision

Students at Frankston High School study either French or Japanese at Years 7 and 8 as a core
subject for three periods per week. In Years 9 and 10, they have the opportunity to continue their
language studies for four periods a week as an elective, with VCE French and VCE Japanese
Second Language offered to students in Years 11 and 12. We have a partnership with Kawaguchi
Kita Senior High School in Japan and formerly had a partnership with a sister-school in

France, Lycee Jean Zay in Orleans for nearly 20 years.



Pedagogy
The Frankston High School Teaching and Learning Model articulates quality teaching and learning

practice. This was developed in consultation with staff in 2019 and implemented in 2020. The
model is grounded in high-impact, evidence-based pedagogical approaches and is based on the
principles of Explicit Instruction. The model embeds these practices into the following four stages
and represents the consistent ‘way we teach’ at Frankston High School. Our Teaching and
Learning Model is operationalised through routines grounded in explicit instruction and high-impact
wellbeing strategies, as outlined in the routines below the four stages. The way we document
curriculum reflects our Teaching and Learning Model in Stage 3 of our UbDs. This way, we can
collate high-quality teaching and learning resources to be used at each stage.
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The Department of Education explains that “Professional Learning Communities (PLCs) are an
approach to school improvement where groups of teachers work collaboratively at the school level
to improve student outcomes and their own practice.

Building a PLC is a proven way for schools to increase student learning by creating a culture that
is:
o focussed on continuous improvement by linking the learning needs of students with the
professional learning and practice of teachers
committed to professionalism
o fuelled by collaborative expertise.

At Frankston High School, PLC meetings run approximately 3-4 times per term. Teachers
collaboratively engage in professional learning about high-impact instructional strategies to
respond to student learning needs and develop areas of their practice. PLCs involve trialling
strategies, visiting each other’s classrooms, and evaluating our impact on engagement and

learning.



Assessment
Frankston High School assesses student progress in line with the Department’s Assessment of
Student Achievement and Progress Foundation to 10 policy.

Students at Frankston High School will have multiple and varied opportunities to demonstrate
learning and achievement. Teachers use assessment tasks that cover multiple curriculum levels to
ensure that evidence of learning and growth is captured for every student.

o Teachers at Frankston High School use a combination of formative assessment for learning
(to focus feedback and guide future learning) and summative assessment of learning
(to determine what the student has learned at the end of a sequence of learning), alongside
student self-assessment and reflection.

e At Frankston High School, we use a continuous reporting approach to provide ongoing
feedback to students and parents. We explicitly teach students to use this feedback
to improve throughout each semester.

e Teachers will use a variety of assessment strategies to gather evidence about student
achievement. The agreed assessment processes and Common Assessment Tasks
(CATs) are documented in the UbDs for each unit. The assessments may include, but are
not limited to, tests and assignments, projects, portfolios, performances, discussions or
student-teacher conferences.

¢ Assessment tasks are developed to support students to show their knowledge, skills and
understandings and will include clear instructions, relevant supporting documents
(scaffolds, planning documents, etc) and allow sufficient time for completion. Teachers will
make accommodations to the task to cater for students with additional learning needs.

e Frankston High School will develop Individual Education Plans (IEPs) for students who are
part of the Program for Students with a Disability (PSD), Koorie students and students in
Out of Home care, in consultation with students, parents/carers and where appropriate, with
outside agencies.

o Only after consultation with a student’'s SSG and after joint agreement in writing between
the school and parents/carers can students be offered modified assessment in a subject.
These students will be graded outside of the standard grading scale and provided
continuous reporting feedback and end of semester report feedback in the form of a
comment and M grade to denote the completion of a modified assessment.

e Teachers will assess the achievements of students with disabilities and impairments in the
context of the Victorian Curriculum and the ‘Towards Foundation Level Victorian
Curriculum’ where applicable.

o The English language proficiency of English as Additional Language EAL students will be
assessed using the Victorian Curriculum F-10 EAL.

e Where possible, staff will participate in cross marking of assessment tasks (moderation)
involving assessment rubrics and work samples so that staff can apply consistent
judgements of student progress against Victorian Curriculum Standards across the school.

Reporting

Frankston High School reports student progress to parents in line with the Department’s Reporting
Student Achievement and Progress Foundation to 10 policy. In addition, Frankston High School
ensures that there is continuous sharing of assessment information formally and informally with
parents/carers throughout the semester, including through twice-annual formal reporting, twice-
annual Parent Student Teacher Conferences and continuous reporting on our learning
management system.

At Frankston High School we implement the Reporting Student Achievement and Progress
Foundation to 10 policy by making all CATs comments and grades available to

students and parents/carers in a timely manner. Students are taught how to use feedback in their
subjects, and both students and parents/carers have the opportunity to discuss feedback via
contacting the teacher, or formally through twice-annual Parent Student Teacher Conferences.
Interpreting services will be made available where required.



https://www2.education.vic.gov.au/pal/assessment-student-achievement/policy
https://www2.education.vic.gov.au/pal/assessment-student-achievement/policy
https://f10.vcaa.vic.edu.au/learning-areas/english/english-as-an-additional-language/curriculum?pathway=Pathway+A%3A+Early+immersion+%28Prep%E2%80%93Year+2%29
https://www2.education.vic.gov.au/pal/reporting-student-achievement/policy
https://www2.education.vic.gov.au/pal/reporting-student-achievement/policy
https://www2.education.vic.gov.au/pal/reporting-student-achievement/policy
https://www2.education.vic.gov.au/pal/reporting-student-achievement/policy

The report will be in a written format easy for parents/carers to understand and will be accessible in
digital form with the option to translate text from English to another language, to cater to our school

community.

e Frankston High School will report directly against the Victorian Curriculum F-10
achievement standards or, if reporting on students for whom English is

an additional language, the Victorian Curriculum F-10 EAL achievement standards.

¢ Both student achievement and progress will be included in the report.

e An age-related five-point scale, where the quality of a student’s achievement against what
is ‘expected’ for students of that year level at the time of reporting, will be used for reporting
against the achievement standards in English, Mathematics and Science (where

applicable).

e Frankston High School will use either a learning goals scale or a learning dimensions scale
for other areas of the curriculum.

School curriculum and teaching practice is reviewed against the Framework for Improving of
Student Outcomes (FISO 2.0). FISO and the FISO improvement cycle help identify focus areas for

improvement and to evaluate the impact of introduced initiatives.

Review of school curriculum
The curriculum at Frankston High School is dynamic, and as such is reviewed and updated

regularly.
What

Whole school
curriculum program

Subiject offerings

Alignment of Victorian
Curriculum across
subjects in Year 7 —
10

Review of UbDs for
each subject

Review of scope and
sequence

Review of Teaching
and Learning Model
and Teacher Practice
models

When
Each review cycle (4 years)

Reviewed annually

Term 1 - submissions sought
Term 2 - consultation, decisions
and communication with

staff, students and
parents/carers

Reviewed annually
Term 4 for the year ahead

Annually, or more frequently if
needed

Bi-annually

Reviewed annually
Formally reviewed every 4 years

Review of teaching practice
Frankston High School reviews teaching practice via:
e Subject Teams, who meet with the primary focus of collaboratively developing and refining
a shared, guaranteed and viable curriculum in their subject, using the UbD process to
design assessment tasks and backwards-design learning experiences. These teams
meet 3-4 times per term.

Who

Led by Head of Curriculum and Campus
Principal - Curriculum and Assessment

Led by Head of Curriculum, in
consultation with Curriculum and
Assessment Team

Final decisions made by Principal Team

Led by Head of Curriculum and Head of
Assessment and Reporting in
consultation with Learning Area Leaders

Subject Team Leaders
Subject teachers
Learning Area Leaders
Head of Curriculum

Led by Head of Curriculum in consultation
with Learning Area Leaders

Led by Head of Pedagogy and Campus
Principal - Pedagogy in consultation with
the Learning Specialist Pedagogy Team


https://f10.vcaa.vic.edu.au/
https://f10.vcaa.vic.edu.au/
https://f10.vcaa.vic.edu.au/learning-areas/english/english-as-an-additional-language/curriculum?pathway=Pathway+A%3A+Early+immersion+%28Prep%E2%80%93Year+2%29
https://www2.education.vic.gov.au/pal/fiso/policy
https://www2.education.vic.gov.au/pal/fiso/policy

o Professional Learning Communities, which link the learning needs of students with the
professional learning and practice of teachers and provide an opportunity for
teachers to collaboratively evaluate the effect of high impact teaching strategies; and

o the Performance Development cycle, which provides an opportunity to provide feedback to
teaching staff on their performance to support ongoing learning and development, with a
focus on how student learning can be improved through improving teaching practice.

o Policy and Advisory Library:
o Curriculum Programs Foundation to 10
Framework for Improving Student Outcomes (FISO 2.0)
Assessment of Student Achievement and Progress Foundation to 10
Digital Learning in Schools
Students with Disability
Koorie Education
Languages Education
Physical and Sport Education — Delivery Requirements
Holocaust Education
Reporting Student Achievement and Progress Foundation to 10
Sexuality and Consent Education
School Hours (including variation to hours)
e This policy should be read alongside the following documents, accessible to staff on our
Shared Curriculum Microsoft Team:
o whole school curriculum plan incorporating scope and sequences for each Learning
Area and capability
o UbD unit plans which include curriculum alignment, assessment and sequence of
lessons aligned with the T&L Model.

O O OO OO O0OO0oOO0oOO0oOO0

This policy will be communicated to our school community in the following ways:
e Available publicly on our school's website

Included in staff induction processes

Included in school newsletter

Discussed at annual staff briefings/meetings

Included in transition and enrolment packs

Made available in hard copy from school administration upon request

Policy last reviewed = March 2026

Consultation Curriculum and Assessment Team March 2026
Education Subcommittee — School Council March 2026

Approved by Principal

Next scheduled March 2029

review date


https://www2.education.vic.gov.au/pal/curriculum-programs/policy
https://www2.education.vic.gov.au/pal/fiso/policy
https://www2.education.vic.gov.au/pal/assessment-student-achievement/policy
https://www2.education.vic.gov.au/pal/digital-learning/policy
https://www2.education.vic.gov.au/pal/students-disability/policy
https://www2.education.vic.gov.au/pal/koorie-education/policy
https://www2.education.vic.gov.au/pal/languages-education/policy
https://www2.education.vic.gov.au/pal/physical-and-sport-education-delivery-requirements/policy
https://www2.education.vic.gov.au/pal/holocaust-education-delivery-requirements/policy
https://www2.education.vic.gov.au/pal/reporting-student-achievement/policy
https://www2.education.vic.gov.au/pal/sexuality-education/policy
https://www2.education.vic.gov.au/pal/school-hours/policy

Approved March 2026

Junior School Curriculum Profile (Years 7 and 8)

Bracketed number indicates number of periods allocated per week
Core subjects are bolded (all subjects in Year 7 and 8 are core)
* indicates semester-based subject (i.e. six months only)

|| Englsh | Mathematics | _Science | _Technology Healthand PE | The Arts | _Humanities | Pastoral Care

Phvsi Visual Arts*
ysical 3)
Japanese Education Geography*
English Mathematics Science Digital or (2) Drama* (3) Optima
Year 7 (5) (5) (3) Technologies* French 3) p(1)
(3) (3) Sports History*
Education Music* (3)
2) usic
(3)
Physical
Education
STEAM* (2)
3) Japanese Geography*
English Mathematics Science or Sport Visual Arts* (3) Optima
(5) (5) (3) French Education (3)
Food 3) 2) History* (1)
Technology* 3)
(3) Health

Education*

(3)



English
or
EAL (5)

Electives:
Bridging EAL* (4)

English
or
EAL (5)

Year 10

Electives:
Bridging EAL*
Journalism* (4)

Middle School Curriculum Profile (Years 9 and 10)

Bracketed number indicates number of periods allocated per week
Core subjects are bolded; other subjects are electives
* indicates semester-based subject (i.e. six months only)

Mathematics
Mainstream,
Advanced or )
Foundation

(®)

Science

Science
Chemistry +
Physics*
and
Science:
Environmental
Mathematics Science +
General, Methods Biology*
or Foundation (4)
(5)
Electives:
e  Psychology*
. Marine
Science* (4)

Technology

Languages

At least one of the

following in Yr 9:

e Design
Technology™

» Digital
Technologies*

e Food
Technology*

e STEAM — Future
Materials
Engineering*

o Aviation —
Principles of
Flight*

o Design
Technology*

e Software
Development*

e Food with Flair*

e Food Creations*

e STEAM — 21%
Century
Engineering*

e STEAM —
Systems
Engineering*

e Aviation —
Dynamics of
Flight and
Rocketry*

4)

Japanese

or
French

4)

Japanese
or
French

(4)

Health*
4)

At least one of
the following in
Yr9:

e Outdoor
Education

¢ Ball Games*

¢ Striking and Net
Games*

e Active
Lifestyles*

(4)

¢ Human
Sexuality*

e Lifespan
Development*

e Outdoor
Education*

o Exercise
Science*

¢ Personal
Training*

e General PE*

e Sports
Coaching*

o Active
Lifestyles™
(4)

At least one of
the following in
Yr9:

o Music
Foundations

e Music
Performance

e Drama: Acting
for Stage and
Screen

o Media

o Visual Art

e VCD - Intro to
Architecture,
Graphic and
Industrial
Design

o Music
Performance*

e Sound
Production and
Live Music*

e Drama —
Advanced
Performance*

e Theatre
Production and
Design*

o Media —
Photography*

o Media —
Filmmaking*

e Contemporary
Arts Practice*

o Traditional Arts
Practice*

e VCD - Graphic
Design*

e VCD -

Architecture and

Object Design*
(4)

Humanities

@)

¢ Australian
History*

e World History*

e Geography
Australia and
the World*

e Environmental
Geography*

¢ Philosophy —
Life, Truth and
Morality*

¢ Wealth and
Work*

e Teenagers and
the Law*

¢ Politics and
Power*

4)

Health and PE The Arts m Pastoral Care

Optima
(1

Optima
(1)



English
1&2

English
3&4

Literature
1&2

Literature
3&4

English as An
Additional
Language

1&2

English as An
Additional
Language

3&4

Senior School (VCE and VCE VM) Curriculum Profile (Years 9 and 10)

Students generally complete 6 subjects (12 units) in Year 11, then 5 subjects (10 units) in Year 12
All VCE students complete 1 period per week of Optima (pastoral care)

Foundation Maths
1&2

General Maths
1&2

Maths Methods
1&2

Specialist Maths
1&2

Foundation Maths
3&4

General Maths
3&4

Maths Methods
3&4

Specialist Maths
3&4

VM Literacy

Chemistry Applied Computing
1&2 1&2
Applied Computing:
Chemistry Software
3&4 Development
3&4
Physics Food Studies
1&2 1&2
Physics Food Studies
3&4 3&4
Biolo Product Design &
18 gy Technology
1&2
Biolo Product Design &
38 iy Technology
3&4
Psychology
1&2
Psychology
3&4
Environmental
Science
1&2
Environmental
Science
3&4

Foundation Maths or General Maths

Health & Human

French
182 Development
1&2
Health & Human
Fgeg ih Development
3&4
Japanese Physical Education
1&2 1&2
Japanese Physical Education
3&4 3&4
Qutdoor &
Environmental Studies
1&2
*Year 10 students
Only
Qutdoor &
Environmental Studies
3&4

*Year 11 students only
VET Sport & Recreation
1&2

VM Work Related Skills

Art Creative Practice
1&2

Art Creative Practice
3&4

Visual
Communication and Design
1&2
Visual Communication and
Design
3&4

Media
1&2

Media
3&4

Music
1&2
Music Repertoire
Performance

3&4

Drama
1&2

Drama 3 & 4

Modern History

1&2

History Revolutions

3&4

Business
Management
1&2
Business
Management
3&4

Legal Studies
1&2

Legal Studies
3&4

Accounting
1&2

Accounting
3&4

Geography
1&2

Geography
3&4

Philosophy
1&2
Philosophy
3&4
Politics
1&2

VM Personal Development Skills



