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Frankston High School is a leading school for Instrumental Music in Victoria 
and provides outstanding music education. In our Band program students 

work together while embracing our school values to achieve their full potential. 
We are dedicated to developing the next generation of young people through 

a commitment to excellence in music. 
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Program overview 
 
Frankston High School is proud to be a leader of Instrumental Music in Victoria. Approximately 200 
students are actively involved in our band program which is an essential part of our school’s 
culture. Participating in such a large and successful Music program offers numerous advantages. A 
recent report on music education in Victorian schools provided evidence that: 
 

• Music Education enhances student engagement and well-being, promoting personal and 
social development while contributing to learning in other subjects. 

• Music Education fosters cohesive communities within schools. 
• Music brings economic, cultural, and social benefits to the wider community, offering 

pathways to various occupations, enhancing cultural vibrancy, and fostering cross-cultural 
understanding and appreciation. 

 
At Frankston High School, students receive weekly group lessons from our skilled Instrumental 
Music teachers. Each year, we create a new Training Concert Band designed for students with 
little or no prior experience in a concert band environment. Training Concert Band rehearses every 
Wednesday 3:20pm to 4:20pm. Band rehearsals are compulsory. 
 
Frankston High School provides lessons for flute, clarinet, saxophones, trumpet, trombone, 
euphonium, bass and percussion. 
 
Frankston High School offers a complete band program centred around four levels of core 
ensembles, allowing students to progress and reach their full potential on their instrument. 
 
Core Ensembles 

• Training Concert Band 
• Junior Concert Band 
• Intermediate Concert Band 
• Senior Concert Band 

 
All music students perform regularly throughout the year. Our Training Concert Band’s debut 
performance will be at the Winter Concert during Term 3. Other performances will include the 
Victorian Schools Music Festival, End of Year Concert and Training Concert Band’s 
Graduation Concert. 
 
Extension Pathways 
As students’ progress through the program, we offer different pathways and opportunities for 
students to extend themselves. 

• Junior, Intermediate, and Senior Jazz Stage Band. 
• Instrumental ensembles for Flute, Clarinet, Brass, Saxophone, and Percussion. 
• AMEB exams. 
• VCE Music. 

 
We are committed to ensuring that music education is accessible to all students. Fees for band 
and lessons are substantially subsidized and offered to families at a very low rate. 
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Band instruments 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Please note that Frankston High School runs a Band program and does not provide tuition for 
guitar, piano, violin, viola, or cello. We encourage students who already play these instruments to 
explore a band instrument for a different musical experience. 
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Music practice guidelines 
 
In addition to their weekly instrumental lessons, all students enrolled in the Instrumental Music 
Program are expected to commit to regular practice on their instrument. The amount of practice 
required will vary depending on the student’s age, experience and level of development and will be 
set or guided by their Instrumental Music teacher. Students who are just beginning their musical 
journey should aim to practise for 10–15 minutes, four times per week. 
 
Best Practice 
Parents/carers can support their child’s musical development: 

• prioritising practice and showing active interest in their learning 
• ensuring there is an available practice space away from distractions or interruptions 
• finding regular practice times that fit with your routine 
• encouraging practice and always being supportive 
• attending all performances when possible. 
 

Ensembles 
All students learning an instrument are required to participate in Concert Band. Training Concert 
Band rehearsals are held after school on Wednesdays from 3.30pm to 4.30pm. 
 
Participation in an ensemble is an important part of a student’s musical development. It provides 
students with opportunities to develop their ensemble skills, confidence, musicianship and ability to 
perform as part of a group. 
 
Remember 
Practising only on the weekend is not the most effective way to learn a new skill, retain information 
or make progress. Short, regular practice sessions are more effective and will help you improve 
more quickly. 
 
Commitment 
Please consider this commitment carefully before enrolling in the Instrumental Music Program. 
Once enrolled, students are expected to remain committed to their chosen instrument and Concert 
Band for the remainder of the school year. Regular participation and a positive commitment are 
essential to the success of both the individual student and the ensemble. 
 
Attendance 
Students are expected to attend all lessons, band rehearsals and all performances unless there is 
a valid reason for their absence. 
 
Costs and payment 
Band and Instrumental Music lessons cost $460 per year (All fees are subject to change). This 
is a compulsory contribution with full payment (or commencement of a payment plan) due via 
Compass by the end of Term 1. Band and Instrumental Music lessons are not refundable. 
 
Contact us 
For all general enquiries please contact our Instrumental Music Coordinator Mr Ben Braithwaite at 
bbraithwaite@fhs.vic.edu.au 
 
For specific questions do not hesitate to get in touch with our Instrumental Music teachers through 
Compass especially if you are looking for advice with purchasing or hiring instruments. 
 

mailto:bbraithwaite@fhs.vic.edu.au
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Lesson information 
 
Students commence instrumental lessons in small groups, typically 
consisting of 3–5 students. Each lesson is one period, approximately 
60 minutes, and takes place during normal school hours. Lesson days 
vary depending on the instrument being studied and the Instrumental 
Music teacher providing the lessons. 
 
Years 7-10 
Students in Years 7-10 are expected to attend their scheduled 
Instrumental Music lessons in place of their regular class. 
 
VCE Students 
VCE students have their lessons scheduled during study periods.  
 
Timetabling 
Instrumental Music lessons are timetabled to rotate across different 
periods on the same day each week to minimise disruption to classes over the term. It is important 
students take responsibility for catching up on any work they miss in their normal classes while 
having an Instrumental Music lesson. Instrumental Music lessons can be found on each student’s 
Compass schedule. Please see the example student timetable above with the Instrumental Music 
lesson circled. 
 

Band information 
 
It is mandatory that all students having Instrumental Music lessons in our program must also 
participate in a concert band appropriate to their level. Students will only receive lessons if they are 
part of a core concert band. 
 
Students commence in the Training Concert Band which rehearses every Wednesday 3:20pm to 
4:20pm. The first Training Concert Band rehearsal will be at the end of Term 1. 
 
Band is where the most important learning takes place, allowing students to create music together 
and apply what they have learnt during their Instrumental Music lessons. 
 
Concert Band Levels 
We offer four different levels of concert bands. 

At the end of the year, the Training 
Concert Band perform their 
Graduation Concert, after which all 
members advance to the Junior 
Band. 
 
Following that, we have 
Intermediate Concert Band for 
Middle School students and Senior 
Concert Band for Senior School 
students. 
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Band Requirements 
We are unable to hire Percussion and Electric Bass instruments. 
 
Percussion 

• We have six (6) positions in band for students on percussion.  
• Entry to percussion is by audition. 
• Percussion students are required to purchase a percussion kit supplied through the school 

for $295 regardless of what equipment they already own. 
• The percussion kit includes glockenspiel, practice pad, sticks, mallets and stick bag. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Bass 

• We have two (2) positions in the band for 
students on string bass. 

• Entry on bass is by audition. 
• Students start on electric bass and 

progress to double bass in Year 9. 
• Students will need their own electric bass, 

lead and an amplifier to practice at home. 
We will send information to help students 
purchase the right equipment if you are 
buying. 

• We have double basses to hire for Year 9.  
 
 
 
 
Book 

• The only book required for all instruments is the 
“Standards of Excellence” band tutor for the 
appropriate instrument. 

• This will be supplied by the school for $34. 
• Payment is required on enrolment through Compass. 
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Instruments 
Please consult with our Instrumental Music teachers before purchasing an instrument! 
 
School hire instruments 
Instruments are available for hire from the school. Please talk to Instrumental Music teachers about 
availability. Cost of hiring for one year from Frankston High School is $240. 
 
We do encourage parents/carers to consider purchasing smaller instruments such as flute, clarinet 
or trumpet so the school can put its resources into larger and more expensive equipment. 
 
All larger expensive instruments are hired by the school; tuba, euphonium, saxophones. 
 
Purchase new instruments 
If you want to purchase a new instrument, we 
recommend: 

• Fine Music (ph 9818 8520) 
• OzWinds (ph 9758 3677) 
• both traders have hire/buy arrangements 
• preferred brands are: Yamaha, Jupiter, 

Pearl, Selmer, Buffet, Conn, Armstrong. 
 
Second hand instruments 
Second hand instruments are perfectly acceptable 
but talk to our Instrumental Music teachers first.  
 
Do not buy from Bunnings or Aldi!!! 
 
There are lots of instruments online that look nice 
and new but are difficult to play well, cannot be 
used for band, cannot be repaired and have no 
resale value. 
 
 

Fee summary 
 
The following fees apply to students enrolled in the Instrumental Music Program. All fees 
are subject to change. 
 

• Instrumental Music Band and Lessons: $460 for the year. Can be paid in full or by 
instalments via Compass 

• Instrument Hire: $240 per year. Can be paid in full or by instalments via Compass 
• Reed Levy: $20 applies to all reed players (clarinet and saxophones). Payment is required 

at time of enrolment. 
• Percussion Kit: $295 for the year. Payment required in full 
• Book: $34 for new students. Payment is required at time of enrolment. 

 
All charges and payments are processed through Compass. If you require assistance with 
payments or have any questions regarding fees, please contact the Finance Office on 9783 7955. 
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Enrolment Process 
 
Re-enrolment 
All current parents/carers will receive a re-enrolment letter via email in the first week of Term 1. 
 
Parents/carers will be notified when payments open via the Compass portal during Term 1. 
 
New Enrolments 
Instrumental Music is an important part of the culture and community at Frankston High School. 
 
Once Year 7 students are settled in Term 1, Instrumental Music teachers will visit each Year 7 
class to demonstrate the range of instruments available for students to learn at Frankston High 
School. 
 
Our Senior Concert Band will also perform to all Year 7 students in the Performing Arts Theatre 
(PAT) during Week 4 of Term 1. This concert is always a highlight and provides students with an 
opportunity to experience the excitement of our Band program and hear our students perform. 
 
Instrument Trial Night - Week 6 (Date to be confirmed) 
All new Year 7 students and their parents/carers should attend the Instrument Trial Night. The 
evening will begin with a short performance by our Junior Concert Band, followed by an opportunity 
for students to trial the different instruments offered through the Instrumental Music Program. If 
parents/carers are unable to attend, it is important to email our Instrumental Music Coordinator Mr 
Ben Braithwaite at bbraithwaite@fhs.vic.edu.au 
 
Summary of important dates in 2027 
Week 1, Term 1 Re-enrolment letters emailed to all current families 
Week 3, Term 1 Instrumental Music teachers visit all Year 7 classes to demonstrate 

the range of instruments available 
Week 4, Term 1 Senior Concert Band performs for all Year 7 students in the PAT 
Week 5 Term 1 Instrument Trial Night, 7.00pm in the PAT (date to be confirmed) 
 
Choice of instrument 
At the Instrument Trial Night, we encourage students to keep an open mind and listen to 
the advice of our Instrumental Music teachers. Students should have at least two 
instruments in mind that they would like to try. 
 
Students may be more naturally suited to certain instruments than others, and our 
teachers will guide students through the selection process. We also have a limited number 
of places available for each instrument and need to maintain a balanced range of 
instruments within our Concert Bands to maximise students’ musical learning and 
ensemble experience. 
 
Entry to percussion and bass is by audition to assess each student’s suitability for the 
instrument. 
 
Once students have nominated their preferred instrument and their selection has been 
approved by the Instrumental Music teachers, families will receive a letter confirming their 
child’s acceptance into the Instrumental Music Program. 

mailto:bbraithwaite@fhs.vic.edu.au
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