FRANKSTON HIGH SCHOOL

STUDENT DRESS CODE POLICY

PURPOSE

The purpose of the Student Dress Code policy is to outline Frankston High School’s requirements for
student dress and appearance and to provide information about uniform purchase and support, dress
code implementation and exemption processes.

This Student Dress Code policy has been developed by Frankston High School’s School Council in close
consultation with our school community to ensure that it respects the rights of individual students whilst
reflecting the values and interests of our community. The Student Dress Code policy aims to:
e promote a sense of identity and pride, cohesion and good order in the school
allow all students to feel equal
prevent bullying and competition on the basis of clothing
ensure students’ appearance reflects the expectations of their school community
enhance the profile and identity of the school and its students within the wider community
strengthen the spirit of community within the school
enhance individual student safety and group security
ensure all students are dressed safely and appropriately for school activities
prepare students for the expectations of workplaces
encourage students to present themselves appropriately for a particular role.

The School Council has developed a dress code that we believe provides a range of choices for students
and is cost effective for families.

SCOPE
Students are expected to comply with this Student Dress Code policy while traveling to and from school,
during school hours and when attending school activities.

UNIFORM AND APPEARANCE
Frankston High School has a gender-neutral Student Dress Code policy that promotes inclusion and
allows all students to wear any approved uniform item, regardless of gender.

General appearance
While at school, travelling to or from school or participating in school activities, Frankston High School

students must comply with the following:
¢ Uniform must be clean, neat, and in good repair, and clearly labelled with the student’s name.
e Additional layers of clothing may be worn underneath the uniform for added warmth, provided
these undergarments are completely hidden, white and with no branding or logos (hoodies are
not permitted at school). Long pants are not to be worn under dresses or skirts.
¢ Windcheaters, hoodies, and coloured jackets are not permitted to be worn over or under the
school uniform at any time.
¢ Uniform items must be worn as designed and intended:
o White shirts with school logo must have collars visible.
o School dresses and shorts should be at a length appropriate for school. An appropriate
length for school is no shorter than 5cm above the knee.
o The navy pleated skirt must be worn below the knee.
The school dress must not be altered and remain unaltered at the adjustable belt.
o Protective clothing is available to be worn in appropriate Science, Visual Art, and
Technology classes.
o Non-uniform items will be confiscated.
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Transeasonal Uniform

Frankston High School offers both warm and cold weather uniform options. Given the increasingly
unpredictable nature of Melbourne’s weather, the school has decided to adopt a transeasonal uniform
approach. This means students will be able choose from a range of approved uniform items throughout
the year, rather than being restricted to a set summer or winter uniform during specific months. This
change is intended to prioritise student comfort and practicality while maintaining a consistent and
presentable standard of dress. Refer to Appendix A for approved combinations of the Frankston High
School uniform items.

Shoes

Black leather Oxford style lace-up shoes with low heels or black T-bar school shoes are the only school
shoes to be worn with the school uniform (Harrison Style/Mary Jane T-Bar shoes). Unauthorised
footwear includes black suede shoes, soft leather shoes, all doc martens with yellow stitching, ballet
shoes, slip-on shoes, boots, shoes with zippers, skate shoes or runners are not regarded as acceptable
footwear, do not meet our safety requirements and must not be worn. Under no circumstances can
students participate in practical classes without correct school shoes. School shoes which can
accommodate orthotics can be purchased from a variety of shoe shops.

Jewellery
Students may wear a watch. If ears are pierced, a maximum of two small, plain sleepers or studs may

be worn in each ear. No other jewellery is permitted. Rings, bracelets, necklaces, anklets, or additional
body or facial piercings are not allowed. Clear plastic piercings, spacers, or coverings (such as band-
aids) are not acceptable alternatives. The wearing of Smart Watches will be subject to the guidelines
set by VCAA and Frankston High School, in accordance with the Department of Education’s Mobile
Phone Policy.

Make-up

Make-up and nail polish must be neutral and natural in appearance. Nails must be short and natural in
appearance and only clear nail polish may be worn. All make-up and eyelashes must appear natural.
False eyelashes, eye shadow, coloured lipstick, false nails, gel nails, and acrylic nails are not permitted.
The Leadership Team reserves the right to determine the appropriateness of make-up and cosmetic
use.

Hair

Hair, including facial hair, must be clean, neatly groomed, and of a natural colour. Unnatural or extreme
hairstyles are not permitted. Examples of unacceptable styles include shaved patterns, mohawks, bright
colours, dreadlocks, rat tails, jedi, spikes, or ombré colouring. Hairstyles must be appropriate for a
school setting. Hair ties, ribbons, and scrunchies must be navy, white, yellow, or black.

Tattoos
Tattoos must not be visible at any time and are to remain covered while at school or representing the
school.

Sport and Physical Education

Students must wear the approved Frankston High School sports uniform to participate in PE and sport
classes. The sports uniform, or other approved special program uniform, may only be worn during PE
or sporting activities. Junior School students (Years 7-8) may wear their complete sports uniform for
the full school day on their designated Sport Education Day (Year 7: Monday, Year 8: Wednesday) and
on their scheduled PE day. Students representing Frankston High School must be appropriately dressed
when travelling, either in their full sports uniform or school uniform. The navy sport shorts must be
an appropriate length for school. Sports uniforms may be brought to school in a small carry bag
for students to change into. The bag may be taken to the class immediately before their scheduled PE
class (e.g. taken to Period 3 if PE is in Period 4). Fluorescent colours, stripes, or flashes on any garment
are not permitted. If students are in inappropriate attire they may be excluded from participating. The




school recognises the importance of ‘sun smart’ message which is reinforced through health and
physical education.

Casual Dress Days
It is expected that students will be suitably and appropriately dressed on Casual Dress Days. The usual
Jewellery and Make-up expectations (as detailed above) remain in place. Clothing must be neat,
modest, and appropriate for a school setting. The following are not permitted:

e Shoe-string straps, strapless tops, or midriff tops

e Thongs, slides, or open-toed shoes

e Pyjamas or sleepwear

e Clothing displaying offensive, inappropriate, or discriminatory images or slogans

The Leadership team reserves the right to determine the appropriateness of clothing and appearance.
Students are reminded that Casual Dress Days are still school days, and their clothing should reflect
the same respect and pride expected when wearing the school uniform.

Excursions and Camps
Only students wearing the correct uniform will be allowed to attend excursions (an exemption will only

be made if the relevant Head of Year Level receives a letter with a valid reason that a student is unable
to wear a particular item). The teacher-in-charge will provide specific guidance regarding appropriate
clothing for excursions and camps. Casual Dress Day expectations apply to all camps. Students must
follow SunSmart practices by wearing suitable protection such as a hat, sunscreen, and a rash vest or
t-shirt over swimwear. For swimming lessons or competitions, one-piece bathers or speedos are
permitted. These guidelines ensure all students feel safe, comfortable, and confident to participate fully
in school activities while representing Frankston High School with pride.

Other special Frankston High School items
e Year 12 jumpers: May be worn daily by Year 12 students as part of the Year 12 uniform,

provided they display the approved name as authorised by the Senior School Leadership Team.

¢ Production tops: May be worn as an outer layer during the designated period leading up to
the production and throughout production week.

e State sport tops: Only permitted during PE classes/sport competitions or when actively
competing.

e Outdoor education tops: May be worn exclusively during field experiences and camps.

School Bag
All students are expected to purchase the Frankston High School bag or a similar navy backpack with

two shoulder straps, which is designed to prevent back injury and safely protect laptops. School bags
must be suitable for daily use, large enough to carry all required books, stationery, and equipment, and
in good condition. Bags should be safe and appropriate for school use. Handbags/other bags are not
accepted and may be confiscated.

Hats and Sunscreen

As a secondary school, we expect students take responsibility for being sun smart by wearing a school
hat during outdoor activities or staying in the shade if they are not wearing sunscreen. Sunscreen and
hats are expected to be worn in PE lessons and sport activities. Students are also advised to wear their
sports hat in the grounds at recess and lunchtime in Terms 1 and 4. Hats are not to be worn inside.

Health and Safety
e Students with shoulder-length or longer hair are encouraged to tie it back to support hygiene

and safety, and to help prevent the spread of head lice.

e Jewellery, nails, hair accessories, hat cords, or any items that may interfere with safe
participation in school activities are not permitted.

e Students may wear sunglasses during outdoor activities. Sunglasses should be close-fitting,
wrap-around style, meet Australian Standard AS 1067, and provide maximum eye coverage.



Technology, Food Studies, and Practical Science Classes:
e Approved school shoes must be worn at all times.
e Shoulder-length or longer hair must be tied back for safety.
e Aprons are compulsory in Food Studies classes.

PURCHASE OF UNIFORM
Uniform items can be purchased from the PSW Mornington uniform shop located at 61 Watt Rd,
Mornington. Parents/carers may also order it directly from the PSW website.

Permitted non-branded below-the-waist uniform items may be purchased from department stores,
provided they match the approved school style, cut, colour, and fabric outlined in Appendix
A, ensuring consistency in our school uniform.

The School Council has consulted with the school community and worked to ensure the student uniform
is affordable. If you are facing difficulty meeting uniform costs the Help with school costs and fees page
provides advice on support offered by the Victorian Government. If your child is starting Year 7 and is
eligible to receive support via the Camps, Sports and Excursions Fund, you may be eligible to access
the Affordable School Uniform program through State Schools' Relief. Please contact the Head of Year
Level or Year Level Coordinators to discuss support that we may be able to provide.

IMPLEMENTATION

Frankston High School will ensure that this Student Dress Code policy is communicated to all families
and students and that it is available on our website. We will assist students who may be experiencing
difficulties complying with this policy where possible.

Support for families experiencing difficulty

If you are facing difficulty meeting uniform costs the Help with school costs and fees page provides
advice on support offered by the Victorian Government. If your child is starting Year 7 and is eligible
to receive support via the Camps, Sports and Excursions Fund, you may be eligible to access the
Affordable School Uniform program through State Schools' Relief. Please contact the Head of Year Level
or Year Level Coordinators to discuss support that we may be able to provide.

Measures taken by Frankston High School to address concerns about student non-compliance with the
Student Dress Code policy will also be addressed in accordance with our Student Wellbeing and
Engagement Policy.

If a student is out of school uniform or otherwise breaches the Student Dress Code Policy,
parents/carers will be notified via a Compass chronicle and email notification, and the school will work
with the student and family to support compliance. Students wearing non-compliant uniform items will
be asked to remove these items if practicable or change into a compliant item of clothing provided by
the school. Jewellery items (rings, necklaces and unauthorised earrings) and hoodies will be confiscated
and returned after school hours.

The school will enforce the Dress Code Policy through consistent processes that support the
maintenance of a positive school culture. Areas of concern will be addressed in a staged and escalating
manner consistent with our Student Wellbeing and Engagement Policy which is publicly available on
the school website. Sanctions may include:

e a‘friendly warning’

e detentions (before school, lunchtime or after school)

e email/phone call to parents/carers

o withdrawal from class or other school activities


https://www.psw.com.au/schools/frankston-high-school.html
https://www.vic.gov.au/help-school-costs-and-fees
https://www.vic.gov.au/camps-sports-and-excursions-fund
https://stateschoolsrelief.org.au/
https://www.vic.gov.au/help-school-costs-and-fees
https://www.vic.gov.au/camps-sports-and-excursions-fund
https://stateschoolsrelief.org.au/

If students are unable to wear the correct uniform on a given day, a note from a parent/carer explaining
the situation is always required. The note must be presented to the relevant Sub School staff before
9.00am. If the reason is accepted, a Uniform Pass will be issued. Note that uniform passes will only
cover a short period. Uniform passes are not issued for outerwear and other items that can be easily
removed (e.g. hoodies and jackets).

The school is not responsible for any loss of students’ property.

EXEMPTIONS TO STUDENT DRESS CODE

We acknowledge that the enforcement of this Student Dress Code policy may impact students
differently. Students and their parents/carers may apply in writing to the Principal for an exemption to
this Student Dress Code policy if:

e an aspect of the code:

o prevents students from being able to attend school or participate in school activities on
the same terms as other students because of the personal characteristics referred to in
human rights and anti-discrimination requirements

o offends a religious belief held by the student or parents/carers

o prevents students from complying with a requirement of their religious, ethnic or cultural
background

e the student has a particular disability or health condition that requires a departure from the
dress code

¢ the student or the parents/carers can demonstrate financial hardship that prevents them from
complying with the dress code.

When the Principal receives a request for an exemption, they will:

consider the grounds for the exemption request

e explain the process to the student and/or their parents/carer
guarantee that issues of a personal nature revealed to substantiate the request will be strictly
confidential

e encourage the student and/or their parents/carers to support their application with evidence.

The Principal or delegate will then try to negotiate a resolution that is acceptable to all parties, including
providing advice about support with meeting uniform costs. If an exemption is not allowed, then written
reasons will be provided to the student and/or their parents/carers.

CONCERNS ABOUT THIS POLICY
Frankston High School welcomes feedback from the school community in relation to this Student Dress

Code policy. If you have a concern or complaint further information about raising a concern or complaint
is available in our school's Complaint Policy, available on the school website.

COMMUNICATION

This policy will be communicated to our school community on the school website. Feedback from
parents/carers is welcomed and will be considered by the Frankston High School Council prior to the
policy being tabled at the School Council meeting.

The school community consultation invited feedback about uniform cost and affordability. This feedback
has been recorded, carefully considered and incorporated into the Student Dress Code policy where
appropriate.


https://www.humanrights.vic.gov.au/static/05d17cd2dab7e353b4d71d22a0aacc60/Resource-EOA_Quick_Guide-June_2022.pdf
https://www.humanrights.vic.gov.au/static/05d17cd2dab7e353b4d71d22a0aacc60/Resource-EOA_Quick_Guide-June_2022.pdf

FURTHER INFORMATION AND RESOURCES

Frankston High School Complaint Policy

Frankston High School Student Wellbeing and Engagement Policy
Frankston High School Inclusion and Diversity Policy

Department of Education Student Dress Code

Department of Education Student Engagement

POLICY REVIEW AND APPROVAL
For future reviews of this Student Dress Code policy, we will consult with our school community through
email and survey.

The community will be given advance notice of the consultation process and timelines. The consultation
will be open for at least two weeks.

Policy last reviewed October 2025

Approved by School Council
Next scheduled review date | October 2026



https://www.fhs.vic.edu.au/wp-content/uploads/2015/02/Complaints-Policy-Updated-August-2024.pdf
https://www.fhs.vic.edu.au/wp-content/uploads/2015/02/Student-Wellbeing-and-Engagement-Policy-Updated-Sept-2022.pdf
https://www.fhs.vic.edu.au/wp-content/uploads/2015/02/Inclusion-and-Diversity-Policy-approved-October-2024.pdf
https://www2.education.vic.gov.au/pal/student-dress-code/policy
https://www2.education.vic.gov.au/pal/student-engagement/policy

APPRENDIX A: UNIFORM ITEMS

ACADEMIC UNIFORM
e Navy soft shell jacket with the school logo
Navy woollen school jumper with the school logo
White sleeve shirt (short or long sleeve) with the school logo
Navy dress with school logo
Navy tailored trousers/Navy tailored shorts (approved school style, colour and fabric)
Navy pleated skirt (length must be below the knee)
Navy socks/ Navy opaque tights
Black leather Oxford style lace-up shoes with low heels or black T-bar school shoes (Harrison
Style - Mary Jane T-Bar shoes).

Optional Items: Navy puffer jacket with the school logo, navy scarf with logo or plain, hair ribbon
(navy, yellow, white or black), black belt.

All seasons:

Students can select from the following combination:

White sleeve shirt (short or long sleeve) with school logo, navy tailored trousers or navy tailored shorts,
with navy socks. 7he navy tailored trousers and navy tailored shorts need to be the approved school
style, colour and fabric. Approved school style does not include tracksuit pants, flares or leggings.
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White sleeve shirt (short or long sleeve) with school logo, navy pleated skirt (length must be below the
knee) worn with navy blue socks or navy opaque tights.
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OR

Navy dress with the school logo (an appropriate length for school no shorter than 5cm above the knee)
worn with navy socks.

Note: Both the navy shorts and navy trousers must be tailored. Activewear, leggings, bike-shorts and
tracksuit pants are not permitted. Uniform items must be worn in the above combinations only and not
mixed and matched in any other way including sport uniform.

PHYSICAL EDUCATION AND SPORT UNIFORM

Navy sports polo with school logo

Navy sports shorts (must be an appropriate length for school) (no logos)

Navy sports trackpants with zip cuffs/cuffs (no logos)

Navy sports leggings (no logos)

Rugby top with logo

Navy jacket with the school logo

White sports socks (no logos)

Navy cap with logo or plain navy bucket hat/broad brim hat with no logos or decorations.

All seasons:
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Students can select from the following combination:

Navy sports polo with school logo, navy sport shorts or navy trackpants with zip cuffs/cuffs or leggings
with plain white socks (no logos).
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